BLUMENBACH IN EAST ASIA:
THE DISSEMINATION OF THE “FIVE-RACE THEORY” IN EAST ASIA AND A TEXTUAL COMPARISON

SUNJIANG  Fhiz

Form itself is emptiness;
emptiness itself is form.!

| Introduction

Before, when there was no trace of man on earth, Tai Bai decided to create mankind. He used clay, just as
we make pottery or porcelain, and after having molded it into a human figure, he put it into the kiln. The
first figure was fired for too long, and was badly burnt: it was black! This was not so good, and Tai Bai
threw it away, using all his strength, and throwing it a long way. He threw it to Africa; hence afterwards
everyone in Africa was black. As a result of this first failure, the second figure was fired more carefully. It
was allowed to bake only for a little while and then taken out of the kiln. Look: it was too white! This
wasn’t very good cither, and Tai Bai again threw it away. This time, he did not throw it so far. He threw it
to Europe, and hence afterwards everyone in Europe was white. Experience now allowed the third one to
be baked to perfection: not for too long a time, and not for too short a time. Pretty good! Neither black
nor white, but all yellow. Tai Bai was very satisfied, and put the figure down on the ground. Hence
afterwards everyone in Asia was yellow.2

Frank Dikotter cites this passage in his 1992 book The Discourse of Race in Modern China.> When did
this legend of the Hakka in Taiwan come into being? Dikétter does not give any further information. In
the field of racial studies there have been two radically different views. The first view considers the human
race as a knowledge system gradually shaped after the eighteenth century; whereas the second view
maintains that race is a universal phenomenon in human societies. Dikotter holds the second view. The
way Dikotter discusses racial anecdotes collected from Chinese classical books side by side with modern
racial knowledge, the two aspects forming one common linear historical order, is methodologically
debatable. In the words of Gotelind Miiller-Saini, Dikotter fails to differentiate Chinese “cultural ethno-
centrism” (wenhua zhongzu zhongxin zhuyi XAAE# F & £ &) from modern “racial ethnocentrism”
(renzhong zhongzu zhongxin zhuyi NMEAERF & £ &)1

In addition, Dikétter uses the sources rather arbitrarily, with some important misinterpretations.’
For example, he quotes the following statement from Xu Jiyw's 2 4 & (1795-1873) Yinghuan zhiliie .
K &% (A Brief Survey of the Maritime Circuit, first published 1849):

—

The Heart Sutra (Xinjing S42): LR R, SRAE,

2 Taiwan kejia su wenxue, 149-150: AT, 3R EZAAR, KOMERTAEAS, AR TEZEAT, KK
MEAAEE N, BAKGIME, F—EEET, KaWBitieehs T, SHAFENANLR. §
ZRKAWMBRAS, 2R KR, KERE, KamFLhaTEN, SHAOGANRR, F=K, K
GALE B FOLRT R H, 0F BlAo KARARFARAT AT, BHRGABRTE, £1a, KaBREE, LK
Ak, R B RAAGKR.

3 Dikétter 1992, quoted on the verso of the title page.

4 Miiller-Saini 2010.
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The hair and eyes of some [foreigners] gradually turn black when they come to China and stay for along
time. The features of such men and women half-resemble the Chinese.®

Dikotter then comments:

It was perhaps reassuring to know that residence in the Celestial Empire could half-humanize the
foreigner [which means “the barbarian” here - S.].]7

As a matter of fact, these sentences in the original text are preceded by “someone said” (huoyun). This
means that Xu was not completely convinced that the color of people’s skin, hair, and eyes would change
with a changing environment. Furthermore, Xu Jiyu had praised the Europeans before the sentences
quoted above:

Their temperament is cautious and meticulous. They are good at using their minds and making
instruments. Their technology dealing with metal and wood is incredibly exquisite, especially in taking
advantage of water and fire®

Yinghuan zhilue was compiled by Xu based on the geographical sources provided by an American
missionary. In my view, except for Xu’s explanation of natural and human phenomena with the theories
of Yin/Yang and the Five Elements, his book, in comparison with Haiguo tuzhi pr= & (Ulustrated
Gazetteer of the Countries Overseas) by his contemporary Wei Yuan #27& (1794-1857), represents the
more standard geographical knowledge of the time, which was derived from the West.”

The problem in Dikotter’s work shows that researchers tend to, consciously or unconsciously,
impose their preconceptions on history when studying the concept of “race” in modern China, which
results in creating an “ahistorical” discourse of race. To reveal racism as a construct, researchers concern
themselves less with the concept of race per se than with the political connotations attached to the
concept.'” Human race is examined in this paper as a sort of “modern knowledge.”

Sakamoto Hiroko 3% 7L % -F, who holds a positive view of Dikotter’s work, thinks that the
concept of “race” in modern China has fused traditional Chinese racial knowledge with the racial
knowledge of the West."! Exactly how did this “fusion” take place? Sakamoto does not offer any answers.
Ishikawa Yoshihiro & JI[4#1% notices the connections between Japan and the acquisition of racial
knowledge by the reformists and revolutionaries in the late Qing Dynasty. He specifically investigates the
Japanese influence on Liang Qichao F/%#8.> “Ren fen wulei shuo” A% £33 (The Five-Race
Theory), published in Gezhi huibian ¥ # e 4 (Chinese Scientific Magazine) in 1892, has been
considered the moment when racial classification was introduced into China. Zhang Xiaochuan 7KE2)1l,

N

See Sun Longji 2004 criticizing Dikotter 1992 and Dikotter’s response. Sun’s criticism seems not to be completely

based on Dikétter’s text, and many parts of it are therefore unconvincing

Dikétter 1992,49. Yinghuan zhiliie, 113: &% £, Al/AZEEH% R, £ F @i, FAFEMT L4,

Dikétter 1992, 49.

Yinghuan zhiliie, 112: LAV RGE, EANEE, RANE, £RZL I, HARTER, ENKXLAHFY.

This book starts by describing the world as consisting of Asia, Europe, Africa, and America. Yinghuan zhiliie, 4-5, states:
(FrdEAm) HAHpE, HFEmEZ¥, ELAER, HFLR. AL, LIGHEA, AHREL, AW+

%% % . “The vast land of Africa is about half size of that of Asia. Towards the northern part of it there are Muslim

tribes. The others are all black barbarians. The weather is extremely hot and the land is hard to cultivate. The people

there are ignorant. They are the least civilized among the peoples on the four continents.”

10 Sakamoto Hiroko 1995; Zarrow 2006.

11 Sakamoto Hiroko 2005, 191.

12 Ishikawa Yoshihiro 2001. See also Ishikawa Yoshihiro 2002.
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however, argues that the first issues of Gezhi huibian had already published similar articles as early as 1876
and that the knowledge of racial classification had already entered the Chinese-speaking world by 1848."

Gotelind Miiller-Saini points out in the above-mentioned paper that not a single researcher had
looked into the exact content of the “five-race theory,” even though it was frequently cited. Miiller-Saini
also raises an important question, namely: if the Europeans of the nineteenth century accepted themselves
as the Caucasian race, then how did the Chinese, who had considered themselves “white,” come to accept
being categorized into “the yellow race?” In his newly published work, Michael Keevak, on the other
hand, examines the problem of how Westerners created “the yellow race” from a “scientific” perspective.**
In view of these few discussions about the beginnings of racial knowledge, we sce that the examination of
the concept of “race” in modern China raises not merely the problem of how China accepted Western
knowledge of race, but also the issue of Japanese influence. In order to throw light on the processes that
brought this concept into being, it is necessary to carry out a translingual and cross-cultural study."

It is a well-known fact that the concept of “race” emerged in the seventeenth century as a knowl-
edge system classifying the human body. Its appearance was accompanied by the increasing number of en-
counters that Europeans had with non-European regions. Based on his traveling experiences in North
Africa and India, the French physician and traveller Francois Bernier (1625-1688) developed a racial
classification system in his “Nouvelle division de la terre, par les différentes espéces ou races d*hommes qui
I"habitent.” He categorized human groups into four races or species.' In the eighteenth century, the
Swedish naturalist and biologist Carolus Linnaeus (1707-1778) also divided human beings into four
groups: Europacus albesc, Americanus rubesc, Asiaticus fuscus, and Afyicanus nigr, and endowed them with
different characteristics."” Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon (1707-1788), a French naturalist, mathema-
tician, and botanist who seemed to have accepted Linnaeus’s racial classification, emphasized non-
hereditary, environmental influences on race such as climate, food, soil, and landscape.”® The predomi-
nantly influential theory in later racial studies and anthropology, however, was neither Linnaeus’ nor
Buffon’s, nor any other categorizations of mankind. It was the “five-race theory” developed by Johann
Friedrich Blumenbach (1752-1840).

Blumenbach handed in his dissertation De Generis humani varietate nativa to the University of
Géttingen in 1775 and obtained his professorship with it. This dissertation went through constant
revisions and was published in three different versions. By the end of these revisions, Blumenbach had
elaborated his “five-race theory.” In the first version of 1776, Blumenbach follows Carolus Linnaeus’s
four-race theory, but points out the unreliability of the classification based on a limited number of human
bone specimens. He affirms Buffon’s theory of environmental influences, but warns that this theory may
lead to a static idea of human races, one that fails to explain the change of skin colors.”” In the revised
version of 1781, Blumenbach adds the category of the Malayan race because new human bone specimens
had been procured.” With this, the “five-race theory” came into being. Blumenbach revised the whole

13 ZhangXiaochuan 2009, 15-27.

14 Keevak2011,57-69.

15 On my research on the issues of race and nation, see Sun 2006, 20102, 2010b, 2011.
16 Bernier 1684. See Bernasconi 2001, 148-155.

17 Keevak2011,49.

18  Keevak2011,59.

19 Blumenbach 1776, 129-137.

20  Blumenbach 1776,319-322.
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book for the third version of 1795. He found that the human bone specimens he had used as evidence
contained deformities caused by illness, which should be excluded from the classification. On top of skin
color, which was then a popular categorizing criterion in Europe, Blumenbach added the measurements

of the body and the skull (the height of the forchead, the size and angle of the jaw bone, the order of teeth,

eye sockets, nose bones, etc.).>! According to this text, the five human races are:

Caucasia (colore albo) — the Caucasian or white race
Mongolica (colore glivo) — the Mongolian or yellow race
Malaica (colore fusco) — the Malayan or brown race
Acthiopica  (colore cuprino) — the Ethiopian or black race
Americana (colore badio) — the American or red race

The term “Caucasia” was invented by Blumenbach, and referred to peoples inhabiting Europe, North
Africa, West Asia, etc. The Indians were included, whereas the Jews were excluded. As Nell Irvin Painter
points out, this certainly involved linguistic and political considerations.” Blumenbach did not insist on
classifying mankind into five races, nor did he uphold the view of unchanged white skin color. It was,
however, precisely these two points that became the indicators of Blumenbach’s racial theory, which, via
the knowledge transmission route of Great Britain, spread to the other end of the Eurasian continent:
China and Japan.

2  Westerners in China and the “Five-Race Theory”

How did Blumenbach’s theory enter China? Before we examine this problem, let us first examine the
translation of the term “race” into Chinese. In A Dictionary of the Chinese Language | Hua-Ying zidian %
3542, compiled by the British missionary Robert Morrison (chin. Malixun ##£#, 1782-1834, and
published from 1815 to 1823 in Macao), there was not yet a translation for “race.”” Twenty years later,
however, the term began to appear in the English-Chinese dictionaries compiled by other missionaries.

An English and Chinese Dictionary, in the Court Dialect | Yinghua yunfu lijie 33 3 i JE %, compiled
by Samuel Wells Williams (chin. Wei Sanwei #=%, 1812-1884, and published 1844 in Macao):
race A£#8.24

English and Chinese Dictionary | Ying-Han zidian 3% 5 #, compiled by Walter Henry Medhurst (chin.
Maidusi 448 %, 1796-1857, and published from 1847 to 1848 in Shanghai): offspring, #4&, #%; the

human race A#4.2

English and Chinese Dictionary, with the Punti and Mandarin Pronunciation | Ying-Hua zidian 3% 5
42, compiled by Wilhelm Lobscheid (chin. Luocunde # #4%, 1822-1893, and published from 1866 to
1869 in Hong Kong): #4. #£; the human race, A#5; the black race 2.4%; a mixed race #£4£; a race of
glants —#£ 3 4; to exterminate the race R AL 2

21 Ibid,, 289-295.

22 Painter 2010, 81.

23 Morrison 1815-1823.
24 Williams 1844, 228.
25 Medhurst 1848, 1039.
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In the Chinese language, zhong 4Z, lei #8, and zhongle: AE#8, are categories differentiated on the basis of
characteristics of things and human groups. The three dictionaries properly convey the meaning of “race”
by translating it into zhong or zhonglei. Williams’ An English and Chinese Dictionary contains the earliest
known Chinese translation of “race,” which means that racial knowledge had entered the Chinese-
speaking world before 1844. In his paper, Zhang Xiaochuan lists the racial classification narratives by
Westerners in China, but he does not analyze the differences among the texts. In what follows I shall
present my analysis of the introduction of the “five-race theory” by these Westerners.

Western racial knowledge was introduced into China as “science.” In his anatomic work Quanti
xinlun 278375 (New Theories on the Human Body, published 1851), the first of its kind in Chinese
language, Benjamin Hobson (chin. Hexin 413, 1816-1873) twice mentions racial classification when
explaining human anatomy in Western medicine. One example found its way into the first volume.
Several pictures of human bones follow the theoretical introduction. One of these pictures shows the
skulls of “five human races” (wu zhong ren AEZNX, see below).”

7S
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Among the five skulls, the “Westerner’s skull” (xiyang renton % % A 38) looks like that of the beautiful
Georgian gitl admired by Blumenbach, whom he considered to be typical of the Caucasian race. Hobson,
however, did not consider this “Westerner’s skull” to be that of the Caucasian race. Instead, he believed
that mankind was the creation of God:

The Creator made human beings. He made a person from earth and named him Adam. He took a rib
from Adam and attached flesh to it. It became a woman. They were endowed with spirit and the ability to
reproduce. God made them consummate and they became the ancestors of mankind

26 Lobscheid 1866-1869, 1419.
27  Hobson 1816-1873, 1.16.
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A comparison with the human bones of three thousand years ago shows that external human appearances
changed constantly. Human bones, on the other hand, were the only thing that remained basically
unaltered:

The faces of human beings are different from each other, but human bones surely do not alter.”
Given the unchanging nature of human skulls, Hobson wrote:

There are four continents in the world and five classes of mankind. The Europeans have long round faces,
fair skin, high noses, red checks, and various hair colors. The Asians have straight black beards and hair,
high cheeks, flat noses, red faces, and long slanted eyes. The Africans have pitch-black skin, woolly hair,
thick and narrow skulls, thick lips, wide mouths, straight noses, and protruding jaws. The American
natives have copper-colored skin, hard, black, and sparse hair, wide foreheads, and deep-set eyes. The
Malayans have brown skin and thick hair.*’

Here the physical features of the Europeans, the Asians, the Africans, the Americans, and the Malayans
are described. That the Asians have “red faces” (chise 7 &.) was perhaps Hobson’s own observation.
Hobson described physical differences of human beings from a medical perspective. He clearly denied any
necessary connections between appearance and intelligence:

Human appearances can be so different. As to the functions of organs and the circulation of blood,
however, there are not so many differences. Alas! Who has the power to create human being like this?
How can one be given life by the Creator without thinking about Him.*!

Slightly earlier than Hobson, who practiced medicine in Hong Kong, the Macau-born Portuguese
Marques José Martinho (chin. Ma Jishi & =, 1810-1867) introduced in his Xin shi dili beikao
quanshu HFERILHE £F (firse published 1847) the “five-race theory” from the geographical
perspective.’” According to him, human knowledge about animals, plants, and mankind was limited in
the past, as it merely covered Europe, Asia, and Africa. Christopher Columbus™ “discovery of the new
territory” in 1492 brought America into the picture. Later, Oceania was also included. From then on, the
Earth has been divided into five continents.

[On these five continents] tens of thousands of peoples can be classified into five races according to their
skin colors: some are white, some are purple, some are yellow, some are dark, and some are black.**

Here the classification of the skin colors of various races is slightly different from that of Blumenbach. In
Martinho’s view, the white race inhabited the “East” and the “West,” namely, Europe and Asia, whereas
Blumenbach held that there were only white people living in the western part of Asia. Furthermore,

28 Hobson 1816-1873, 10.14 (“Zaohua lun® 4L ): RdsiEL, REAA, GEEE. REE—W, MZAK, X
R—%, BRZUAPEZ N, PZUAEFZAE, EHiLs, RAAHZM,

29  Hobson 1816-1873,10.15: A & A R, AF BE&TEE,

30 He Xin, “Zachua lun,” Quantixin/un, 10.15: R FoAawn, A RS, BRBENA, @B, Ked, 2548
4, BAEE., BmBNA, AKERA, BOSRA, BEdk, R&dt. BIEMMMA, LEBwF, BEF
2, ARRERKOM, SBE TFHO, AAlmH A, KEamMe, RERMA, B, REE. BH5
MA, BARE, HBE.

31  HeXin. “Zaohua lun,” Quanti xinlun, 10.15-16: AZSMde b TR, BEBMAR, Bailly, &) 2%, T
FZ A RTLRERE ARG,

32 Martinho 1847,2f.

33 Martinho 1847,2b: +1&Z %, 9 AR, Xa, ¥, J&, I#, KL, ARLEZSH,
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Martinho’s conception of the “East,” or Asia, included the Chinese and the Japanese within the white
race. Martinho classified the Indians (considered white by Blumenbach) and the Malayans (the
“southern” people of Asia, considered brown by Blumenbach) together with the red Americans (“the
people of the South”). This, perhaps like Hobson’s idea of “red” Asians, was Martinho’s own speculation.
Although Martinho introduced the “five-race theory” in his work, he himself had only a vague
understanding of it, and his description of it is rather confusing.

What is of interest here is that Martinho’s description of the Chinese and the Japanese as white is
similar to the observations that Westerners in East Asia had been making since the sixteenth century.**
The Jesuit missionary St. Francois Xavier (1506-1552) described the Japanese as “rather faire-skinned
and particular about etiquette.”* Alessandro Valignano (chin. Fanli’an #2424, 1538-1606) considered
the Chinese and the Japanese as “white nations” (gente Bianca).* Matteo Ricci (chin. Li Madou #1355 %,
1552-1610) wrote the following in his memoir:

The Chinese have white skin, except for those of the southern provinces, who, due to their living in or

near the tropical regions, have dark skin.*”

The “whiteness” mentioned by Jesuit missionaries merely referred to an external, visible physical feature,
one that was not endowed with any particular cultural or political connotations. Similarly, Martinho held
that differences among peoples were not determined by heredity, but rather by acquired learning and
training In Martinho’s view, human beings could be divided into three classes:

The lower-class people cannot read and do not recite classical books. They do not understand writings

and have no idea of knowledge. The only things they learn and do are fishing and hunting*

The middle-class people learn to read and write. They also set up laws. They came from the lower-class
people, and they founded the country. Their experiences and mental capacities, however, are still
insufficient and lack order.®

The higher-class people work hard to obtain knowledge and develop their talents. They practice six arts
and make use of them. They cultivate Dao for themselves and set up moral standards. When the
doctrines are established, how can authoritative texts, law, and moral standards not be in order?®

Martinho’s book was published in 1847, around the same time as Xu Jiyu's Yinghuan zhilue (1844). By
comparing the two books we may come to the following conclusion: although Martinho’s description

34 Keevak2011,23-34.

35  Leuppl994,342.

36 Ross1994,42.

37 D’Elia 1942-1949, vol.1, 88: “La gente della Cina bianca, eccetto alcuni delle provincie austeali, che per participare ¢
stare vicine alla zona torrida, sono alcuni di colore fosco.” There is a passage describing skin color in Juan Gonzalez de
Mendoza’s book History of the Great and Mighty Kingdom of China and the Situation Theresf (He 1998, 7): “Those
who were born in Guangzhou or along the same coastline have brown skin, like the people in Fez or Barbarye, because
the whole region is located on the same line of latitude as Barbarye. The people of inland provinces are sometimes white.
Some are paler than others, because they live closer to the cold areas. Some look like Spanish people, whereas some are
yellower, like Germans, reddish yellow.”

38  Martinho 1847,3a: A T4, RIFEHRE XM - FEFMAhERE  FIEIH LA SR,

39  Martinho1847,3b: k¥4, BRE LT, Lkdl, #HATH  BzBE Rt AXR 285,

40 Martinho 1847, 3b: R £ -+ Al FEM - AT - BERSE LR Sl 24k RIZVUR, EREER
VA o
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was somewhat confusing, he introduced the “five-race theory” almost in its entirety. Although Xu Jiyu
had contact with Western geographical knowledge, he was not interested in racial narratives. As a result,
the description of “the barbarians” from classical Chinese books still found its way into Xu’s book. Wei
Yuan’s Haigno tuzhi has a similar narrative.

In March 1855, the Hong Kong-based magazine Xiaer guanzhen i@ # # (Chinese Serial)
published an article entitled “Renlei wuzhong xiaolun” A %8 &A4:]v3 (A Brief Discussion of Five
Human Races). This article offers a general discussion of the peoples of Europe, Asia, Africa, America,
and those on the islands of the South Sea. According to this article, the human body and human nature
were originally the same, but appearance and skin color would alter according to changes in environment.

Thus knowledgeable scholars in the West examined races and peoples. They put the similar ones into the
same group and created divisions between the different ones. For that reason there arose the “five-race
theory”: the white, the yellow, the black, the dark, and the copper-colored.*!

This article introduces the “five-race theory” accurately and in detail, with no intention of emphasizing
the superiority of the white race. The “Xu Dili Cuoyao” 4§24k % (A Brief Introduction to
Geography), published by Xia er gnanzhen in September 1855, mentions a possible reason for this:

[The human races on the five continents] are classified into five colors: white, yellow, black, dark, and

copper-colored, but they are in essence the brothers of the same family of God.*?

In 1858, the Shanghai-based Linhe congtan 7<4-3% 3% (Shanghai Serial) edited by Alexander Wylie (chin.
Welie Yali 1# 71 % 77, 1815-1887) contained the article “Dili: Dong zhi er wu fenjie” 3. 32— —4h 5~
J* (Geography: the Classification of Plants and Animals) by William Muirhead (Mu Weilian # 4 Jit,
1822-1900), a British missionary. Though not as detailed in content as that of “A Brief Discussion of Five
Human Races,” this article was the first to use Blumenbachian terminology to describe human races:

Recently geologists have classified mankind into five races: the first is the Caucasian race, which includes
Turks, Arabs, Persians, several tribes in the western regions (xiyz), Afghans, Indians in Asia, Egyptians
and Abyssinians in Africa, and all the Europeans; the second is the Mongolian race, which inhabits
Middle Asia and West Asia, China, Japan, Burma, Vietnam, Thailand, and Nhat Nam. Some say that the
Eskimos also belong to the Mongolian race. The third is the American race, which refers to the native
peoples in North and South America. The fourth is the Ethiopian race, which includes the peoples in all
of Africa except for Egypt, Abyssinia, and several small countries in North Africa. The fifth is the Malayan
race, which includes all the peoples living on the Malayan land and the islands in the South Sea®

The Caucasian race, the Mongolian race, the American race, the Ethiopian race, and the Malayan race
correspond respectively to the white, yellow, red, black, and brown races. Muirhead did not, however,

41 Xiaer guanzhen 18553, 7-8: A B thd, FRAR, UARHEZ, FRHEHZ, Bohkd., #. B %,
SR BAEAZ o

42 Xiaerguanzhen 18559,8: [ X MAH] 2@, F. B, &, WEM, "EFAHLFT—FEZH L.

43 Muirhead 1858, 6 (755): it 3038 Ry A B KH: —dek, AlmEd, HEXFL. Sofa, M. B8
HAR, FTEF. P, EFAEAIE, B¥%A. MILHE, REBEBEANGNE AL, —FEH, KEPLE
TP E. DR, @e), Zh. B, Bd, RERMLEFREEFHL; ZFEA 0, GhEAmz
RAAL; WEFH, BEMAEF, REA, Mib®RAS# A, $R 0 ZahH, iR i
mERE, HREL,
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seem to be interested in skin color. Like the author of “A Brief Discussion of Five Human Races,”

Muirhead had reservations about racial classification. He writes the following:

Mankind has one common ancestor. Scientists divide people into several races according to their
temperaments and appearances. Geographers investigate their languages and ways of behavior and then
classify each race into several racial subdivisions. These racial subdivisions can be divided into ethnic
groups, which are further divided into several tribes. The tribes can be divided into several clans. When a
people moves to a new place, both their language and appearance will change after several generations.

There are thus no good reasons to categorize people according to these criteria.*

Thus for Muirhead, human beings change with the environment in which they live. There are “no good
reasons” to classify them according to their languages and appearances. On the other hand, Muirhead also
wrote the following;

Many people are convinced by this theory. Some say that some races will decline and disappear in no time.

That they should give their lands to wise clans follows the natural rule of growth and disappearance.®®

In his article, Muirhead explains that geologists divided mankind into /ei #4, “races,” zhipai Ik, “racial
subdivisions,” zhong #Z, “ethnic groups,” buluo 3F 3%, “tribes,” and zz 7%, “clans,” and he claims that 7201
i lei 32 —#8, “a certain race,” of the five may be eliminated by m0u yi zu 3£ —7%, “a certain clan.” Is this
meant to imply that the Europeans (a clan) of the Caucasian race would conquer other races? Here,
Muirhead touches, in quite an ambiguous manner, on the problems of racial hierarchy and racial
competition.

The “five-race theory” was therefore introduced into the Chinese-speaking world between the
1840s and the 1850s as anatomical and geographical knowledge. The people who introduced this theory,
whether they were missionaries or not, did not emphasize racial hierarchy. Some even expressed doubts
about categorizing human groups according to skin color. In the 1870s, with the unfolding of the Self-
Strengthening Movement (yangwu yundong #%5i€)) of the Qing Dynasty, Westerners in China
started to translate and introduce Western scientific knowledge on a large scale. In 1876, the Englishman
John Fryer (Fulanya 1% B 7, 1839-1928) founded the first scientific magazine in late Qing China:
Gezhi huibian #& 3 [E % (The Chinese Scientific Magazine).

A paragraph in the section “Gezhi liielun” # 2 %3 (A Scientific Discussion) of the 1876 Winter
issue of Fryer's magazine headed “Lun renlei xingqing yu yuanliu” 34 AZ8 M #2784 (On Human
Temperaments and Origins), which was published with the above picture introduces the “five-race
theory™:

44 Muirhead 1858, 5f (754f): AkA—if, RBHFERAMEIR, 2 A%, RETIFLTHEATF, 2E&H
BET R, InFETLRAEETAE, »E&ALAETHE, 2ETHRELE TR, RILASERN, HEKA
TIEMRAREE, SRS, AAEE,

45 Muirhead 1858, 6 (755): WA S 5L, REHAFTRAHM, SEFE TR, ARF L%, 7TRABHIHE
23,
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Among animated beings, mankind ranks the highest. In comparison with other animated beings,
mankind possesses a particularly high degree of intelligence. Thus mankind is the most intelligent of
all living things. In addition to intelligence, he also has the heart to tell right from wrong, to distinguish
between good and evil. Furthermore, he can talk, work, and investigate the reason of things. Thus he is
named exclusively as a human being. Human beings in different countries, however, do vary.
Generally speaking, they can be classified into five races: the first is the Caucasian race, illustrated by
the first portrait. The people of this race have white skin, a handsome body shape, and thick beards
and whiskers. They have a good degree of intelligence. They are strong and industrious. The people of
this race live in Europe and the western part of Asia, as well as in the northern part of Africa, America,
and Australia (lit. Melbourne). The second is the Mongolian race, illustrated in the second portrait.
The people of this race have dark, reddish-brown skin, and sparse beards and whiskers. Their
intelligence, temperament, and physical strength are slightly inferior to the Caucasian race. They dwell
in places such as China, Mongolia, Tibet, Korea, and Japan. The third is the Malayan race, illustrated
in the third portrait. The Malayan people have brown skin and thick black hair. Their knowledge,
temperament, and physical strength are inferior to both of the first two races. They inhabit areas such
as the Malay Peninsula, Vietnam, Thailand, and Jakarta. The fourth is the black barbarian race (bei fan
lei), illustrated by the fourth portrait. They have coarse black skin, and a dark complexion. They do
not have much intelligence. Their hair is short, black, and curly, like fleece. Most of them dwell in
Africa. Many of them were brought to America by Westerners. The fifth is the red barbarian race
(hong fan lei), illustrated by the fifth portrait. They are the indigenous people of America. Their skin
color is like that of copper. They have no settled dwellings and take up occupations such as hunting
Customarily they have no literature or education.®

This passage not only introduces the physical features of different “races,” but also sets up a racial
hierarchy: (1) the Caucasian race: white skin, strong and handsome bodies, a large degree of intelligence,
and an industrious temperament; (2) the Mongolian race: reddish-brown skin, with intelligence,
temperament, and physical strength slightly inferior to those of the Caucasian race; (3) the Malayan race:
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brown skin, with intelligence, temperament, and physical strength inferior to those of the first two races.
(4) the black barbarian race: black skin and little intelligence; (5) the red barbarian race: copper-colored
skin, customarily with no literature or education. The portion of text preceding this passage discusses
plants and animals. The portion of text following it talks about the bodies and temperaments of human
beings. The article further states:

The Caucasian race is keen on studying scientific things and pursuing various forms of knowledge. Each
generation makes more progress than the previous one. The other four races have not pursued knowledge
or studied science for a long time. Therefore they have made little progress.#”

These comments state that the other four races made little progress because they “have not pursued
knowledge or studied science for a long time,” a point somewhat inconsistent with the preceding comments
such as “lidle intelligence” (the black barbarian race) and “no literature or education” (the red barbarian
race). In the 1876 Spring issue of Gezhi huibian the author/translator of the text announces under the
heading “Lun wanwu zhi kuanguang” % # 472 % % (On Broadening the Ten Thousand Things):

[The paragraph] was translated from Chambers’s Educational Course published in Britain. This book
has 300 sections altogether, which will be published section by section in each issue.®8

The article presented above thus was supposed to be translated from the Introduction to the Sciences of the
series Chambers’s Educational Course. Then what does the original text look like?

Man has been described in the preceding section as forming a special order in the range of animated
beings. He is distinguished from all others by a great superiority in intelligence, and by his possessing a
moral nature. He is not, however, in every country the same creature. Europe, the western part of Asia,
and the north of Africa, have been possessed, since the dawn of authentic history, by a white-skinned race,
the highest in intelligence, and the most elegant in form, named the Caucasian variety, as being supposed
to have originated among the mountains of Caucasus, between the Black and Caspian Seas. The
remainder of Asia has been at the same time occupied by an olive-coloured race, of less intelligence and
vigour of character, named the Mongolian variety, from Mongolia, a country to the north of China. A
third race, of black skin, coarse features, and small intelligence, have inhabited the greater part of Africa;
they are denominated the Negro or Ethiopian variety. In America, when it was discovered nearly four
hundred years ago, a fourth race of a copper colour, and of great intelligence, was found in a generally
barbarous condition.

46 Gezhi huibian, Fall 1876, 275: Snnpll, AARF, skiedh, HALH, LXOAABHZEL, BALEKZ
b, BRARIEZS, ARELBLYE, ARTELE, FRFE, SHUZIA, LEAZAATRR, H%F
Z, THEH: —hEamEH, w8, AALELG, VERKE, ARARRLE, SERRLED, &
ABBCA T TG, ETIEA SR EA RS LE R, AR EH, wH B, EABHEE,
ARAR, BUMERIRLHEN, AGmERASLR, EATR, £, @R, SB. DAFR. ZAHR
B, WwHZE, EARERE, BRRE, SRR RY B, AR AR, BARRIES, iE
B, mBECEE, WAHREN, WHOE, TALFRE, HAAY, LR, LEBRERE, FAK
KEEATEA I L B ABETE Aot LS. BAMEHR, wHEEE, WELARZE, HAKEw
8, BRRE, WHRERE, ALK REATAFASE, BOTENEEELANZE, oA L
A, ERKFHFHEI, AERIBIR, RATRE TSN, SEARKZ, REBABRTL L, ZmhZ,
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47 Gezhi buibian, 275: Bk BZA, RHRLBEZFRELEN, 45K, NRARLALH, Lhok, £
MM ZF, ATER, RERZEFY.

48 Gezhibuibian, Spring 1876,5: A 3B (S FAEY T3Fh, WFT XA AR, UBAAERKEHIZ,
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The white-skinned variety are remarkable for their cultivation of letters and science, and as the only race
amongst which any considerable progress is made in intelligence from age to age. %

A comparison between the Chinese version and the English version shows that the translator added
contents such as place names, country names, and physical features, etc. The most conspicuous change is
the addition of “the Malayan race,” which did not appear in the original text. By doing so, the translator
changed the original text’s “four-race theory” into the “five-race theory.” Therefore, the translator must
have consulted other sources (I shall later show that the Japanese translation was a more faithful version)
in addition to the “Introduction to the Sciences.” Indeed, in the Chinese text, a paragraph followed the
description of the natives in America — the red barbarian race:

This race was not known to our ancestors. Only when America was discovered about four hundred years
ago did this race come to our knowledge. Recently most of them have scattered outside borders and run
rampant. The rest of them are also barbarous, stupid, and too stubborn to be educated and civilized.°

This passage was also added by the translator. Sixteen years later the same passage appeared in the article
“Ren fen wu lei shuo” A% # #37 (The Five-Race Theory) published in Gezhi buibian (1892)>' From
this we may extrapolate that the translator and the author of these two articles may have been the same
person, possibly William Muirhead. On the other hand, these two articles have radically different styles. If
the former is a selective, liberal translation, then the latter is a rewriting that targets Chinese readers.

First, the author of “The Five-Race Theory” consciously changed the order of the five races. To be
more precise, the order of the Caucasian race (white) and the Mongolian race (yellow) were changed. The
portrait of the Mongolian race was also changed, and is different from the description of the earlier texts,
which included the skull. It was now a sketch of a Manchu man. Secondly, the description of the yellow
race and the white race emphasizes cultural differences rather than natural, physical ones. What is
intriguing is that this text, which contains no prejudice against the yellow race / the Chinese, has often been
interpreted by researchers as an example of racial discrimination. Let us take a closer look at this now.

The Mongolians, or the yellow race, are illustrated in the first picture:

49 Introduction to the Sciences, 1871, 105, paras. 249 and 250. It should be noted that this book had several versions. For
example, the race narrative in its 1837 version (81-84) is completely different from that of the 1876 version. The
passage cited here (1871) is similar to the Japanese version (1896) mentioned later. The author of “Lun renlei xingging
yuyuanliu” may have consulted other versions of the book.

50  “Lun renlei xingging yu yuanliv,” Gezhi huibian, Winter 1876, 275: s Zy& A Ksad, w509 H ST &M T £A)
otk FHRARBAL, TRKFEHBI, ELIBR, RIRE TR, &EAHZ,

51 Gezhi huibian, Fall 1892,227-230.
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After introducing the physical features of the yellow race, the article goes on to state the following:

With gentle temperament and keen intelligence, they have a long history of education and customarily
respect culture. They tend to obey the rules and cling to old opinions. They rarely invent new things or
display curiosity, or perform original tricks. They are smart and quick to learn. When they see the new
and beneficial methods of others, they invariably copy them. Thus all sorts of literature flourish among
this type of people. They spare no efforts to achieve the finest techniques. They are proficient in literature
and education. They have been the most intelligent people since ancient times. Their three bonds in
terms of relations are between ruler and subject, father and son, and husband and wife; their five constant
virtues and other ethics also rank the highest among all countries. Their ability to tell good from evil and
right from wrong is not very sharp. Their physical weakness and accumulated [bad] habits have not been
removed quickly enough. These comments apply generally to the common people among them. Not all
of them are like this.>*

In contrast to Chinese culture, which held literature in high esteem, ancient Mongolians and Manchus
had military cultures:

They are by nature strong and unyielding, Military matters are commonly practiced. From the east to the
west, they have repeatedly achieved military victories and greatly expanded their territories. Due to their
lack of perseverance, they did not keep the territories they occupied for very long>

The Caucasians, also known as the white race, are illustrated in the second picture:

After an introduction of the physical features of the white people in Europe, the article describes their

cultural characteristics, as opposed to those of the yellow race:

52

53

They have round heads and high checks. They are tall and strong, with agile limbs. They are active by
temperament and deliberate in thought. They are quick and firm about telling good from evil, right
from wrong, They like new and curious things. They often come up with original ideas and compete
with each other. They do not like to follow old patterns. They are good at thinking and skillful in
making instruments. Their ability to shape metal and wood shows unparalleled genius. The ways they
use water and fire are utterly brilliant. The boats and vehicles invented by them are excellent. They

Gezhi huibian, 228: SYeitd, FAEHK, #d®, ALY, EFRR, HRERL, FEMF2F, HRL
Hh, WHEHE, AAMAZE, FEREAE, REAELFaHBARBATY, HEHK, FRFS, L#
WY, EAHERZR, ATEETARBRZE, BFEZN, A2, HRTOKE. LH2R, HEZ
R, BARANE. RARBEFART, FETwRL,

Gezhi buibian,228: R VER3E, BHXF, dRm®G, EERY, KIBRHR, AAELSKREATHRZE,
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have incredible talent and extraordinary intelligence. They spare no effort to teach and study
literature, politics, and physics. Their scientific knowledge progresses with each generation. They take
up the occupations of commerce and trade. Thus they are good at calculating capital and interest.>*

The Africans, also known as the black race, are illustrated in the third picture:

The description of the black people here includes their supposed “coarse and ugly appearance” (& E
#L[#), and the observation that they are “stupid and ignorant by nature and narrow in their horizons”
(Mt &bk, AR IL). Therefore they were sold as slaves to America, “not unlike cattle and horses”
(&4 5). The people of the southern part of Africa have slightly different appearances, as
illustrated in the fourth picture; the native people in America, also known as the red race, are
illustrated in the fifth picture:

The natives of America have reddish-brown skin.

They are of medium stature, strong and wild. They are very ferocious and vigorous. It is difficult to civilize
them with literature and education. They like huntingand raw food. They do not have settled dwellings.>3

The next part of the text narrates the history of American Indians, and how they were driven out of
their lands.

54 Gezhi huibian, 228: MR &, FESHM, MEHK, WIKEE, CLHE, FES, RIERE. &G,
AR AR, REP, RARAES. EAEE, HANE, 2AZ T, FELME. AKX, fhiad
¥, AR, AR, FRBRS, BT, LE. 206, WREPETCHRY, HRHE, KAEE, ¥
Hitw, LT,

S5 Gezhibuibian, 229: 88V %, 5m%F, XA, THRIZ. BHMER, EETA.
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The Malayan race, also known as the brown race, is illustrated in the sixth picture:

The Malays have yellow or dark brown skin.

They cannot tell good from evil and have bigoted views about what they like and what they dislike. [...]
They do not have much literature or intelligence. They have quite a bit of talent, but they are volatile.
They like new and curious things.*®

A comparison shows that the five races are given descriptions of different length even though the article is
entitled “The Five-Race Theory.” The black, red, and brown races are relegated to a secondary status. The
descriptions of them are full of derogatory words. In the comparison between the yellow race and the
white race, the (yellow) Mongolian race represents the past, while the (white) Caucasian race represents
the future. The former is introspective and conservative, while the latter is open-minded and active. The
purpose of this comparison, according to the author, is to urge the Chinese to learn from the West:

All these races belong to mankind, which means they belong to one kind and cannot be neatly classified.
There are also Mongolians with round and wide forcheads who are extremely intelligent. Not all
Caucasians have a handsome appearance and extraordinary intelligence. As long as a race is willing to
improve itself, which race is not mankind? If a race has no drive to make progress, then this race is
doomed to become non-mankind.>”

From the 1840s to the early 1890s, the racial theories introduced by Westerners to China were not
limited to Blumenbach’s theory of five human races. Three-race or four-race theories were also in
circulation. However, they attracted little attention from the intellectuals of the late Qing Dynasty, even
though these texts were written in Chinese — to say nothing of those written in European languages. This
situation, however, would change in 1895, after the First Sino-Japanese War.

56 Gezhibuibian,229: #EFW, FE P [LJXFRE, +THA, ¥H&F, EHFH.
57 Gezhi huibian, 229: AZ A, HE—R, FRBY, FEARTEDBERE, BNBEH, Sk ARt
%, BB, AFLE, RN AVRE, ATIEAS
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[l The Dissemination of the “Five-Race Theory” in Japan

Japan had been under the influence of Chinese culture for a long time. From the seventeenth century on
there emerged in Japan a trend of seeking the authenticity of Japaneseness, which was represented by
“national learning.” (kokugaku 12 57). At the same time, even under the “closed country” (sakoku 4% &)
of the Tokugawa shogunate, the new ideas of “Dutch learning” (rangaku B %) from Nagasaki and the
knowledge of “Western learning” (seigaku ¥ %) transmitted by Protestant missionaries in the
nineteenth century enabled some intellectuals to sense the changes in the world. Thirty years before the
Meiji Restoration, Watanabe Kazan 7% 2 %11 (1793-1841), a Taharahan hanshi, advocated Western
learning. In his essay “Gaikoku jijosho” 41 Bl 15 &, he stated that

The barbarians of ancient times belonged to the old times, while the barbarians of today belong to today.
The barbarians of today should not be treated in the same way as those of ancient times.*®

Watanabe’s statements thus acknowledge the power of Westerners. In his article, Watanabe cites
extensively from geographical books written in Chinese, the works of Jesuit missionaries, and the works
of Dutch learning. Dr. (Robert) Morrison’s A Dictionary of Chinese Language is one example. In “Shin ki
ron” i #3 (A Timely Warning, 1838), Watanabe discusses Europe, America, Africa, Australia, and
Asia. He asserts:

Although political environments, customs, and peoples vary [in European countries,] they are generally
governed through the rule of law according to the temperament of the peoples (# H #.2) [...].5°

Then he continues:

Mankind can be classified into four races, the Tartar (£ L & U ), the Ethiopian (T # 7 £ +), the Mon-
golian (%€ > 7' )V'), and the Caucasian (# 7 # 2 ). Linnacus () & 7 Z) divides mankind into seven
races and believes that the Tartar and the Caucasian are the best among all races. The Westerners belong
to the Caucasian race and our people belong to the Tartar.®

“The Caucasian race” is a Blumenbachian term, which suggests that Watanabe had indirect contact with
the “five-race theory.” Watanabe’s understanding of the theory, however, seems very confusing, His idea
of four races is different from the usual classification. He claimed that Linnaeus advocated a seven-race
classification, but precisely which seven races were they? No explanation was provided. Linnacus, on the
other hand, held to a four-race theory.” Furthermore, Watanabe categorized the Tartar and the
Mongolian into different races, which paralleled the Caucasian race. Did this classification derive from a

S8  Sato Shosuke er al. 1971, 19: ELRINF / RK, SZEINE / ZK=T | FZERKF AT SZRKNFE
LR

59  Ibid,69: X BFDEE, HEDFE, BHEDES . AMDRE. —& 6T LuNE Y, RKWBTLZL 2% VA
T, —EEEATELEOALE S, [

60 Ibid,69: %1, —HHKOF, AHWAHIIN Y. —EF NV VAE, TFF LAl T T VA, AV N AAEL,
SVETREVIAG, CAHHTEL, ET B, HEF. VT ) - ATVHARERET . BFEE ATV
2AE KB BEINE VALY .

61  Ibid, 69. Ishikawa Yoshihiro (2001, 27) thinks this name refers to the Swedish anatomist and anthropologist Anders
Retzius (1796-1860). L agree with the editor of Nibon shiso taikeiretsu SS. From the pronunciation, this name should be
the transliteration of “Linnaeus.” Watanabe Kazan’s idea of race is rather confusing, In “Gaigkku jijosho”, the Westerner
is categorized into the Ethiopian race, which should in fact be “the Caucasian race” (Satd Shosuke ez 4. 1971, 18f).
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mistranslation of “Dutch learning” scholars or from Watanabe’s own misunderstanding? Watanabe
believed that human civilization moved from the East to the West and from the South to the North. He
was convinced that the Tartar race was not inferior to the Caucasian race.

Thirty years after Watanabe’s interpretation of the “five-race theory,” in 1868, the Meiji Resto-
ration brought Japanese history into a new era. Modern racial studies, as a part of the Enlightenment
discourse, attracted the attention of Japanese Enlightenment scholars. Various translations and edited
translations mushroomed.

In 1869, a translation by Obata Tokujird <11 &k 2R (1842-1905) of the Introduction to the
Sciences by W. & R. Chambers into Japanese was published as Hakubutsu shinpen hoi 184 #7 4 4% 18,
seven years earlier than its Chinese counterpart “Gezhi liielun” 4 # %% The chapter “Theories of
Races: an Outline of Study” (Jinshu ron oyobi kokan AAE# & #448) in the second volume roughly
corresponds to “Lun renlei xingging yu yuanliu” (On Human Temperaments and Origins) of the “Gezhi

litelun”. Its content is rather clear:

Among all animated beings, mankind is a special kind. As far as intelligence and benevolence are
concerned, mankind is vastly superior to other beings. But the peoples of the world do not stem from the
same origin. Since the beginning of history, the white race has lived in Europe, West Asia, and North
Africa. They are known as the Caucasian race. Originating from the Caucasus Mountains between the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, this race is particularly intelligent and elegant-looking, Slightly yellow in
skin color, the mixed Mongolian race is scattered across the continent of Asia. This race is slightly inferior
to the first one in terms of intelligence and appearance. The third is the mixed black race, which covers
the greater part of Africa. Their skin is black and their appearance is coarse and wild. The native peoples
of America are the fourth race (if the Malayan race were added here, then there would be five races).
Before Christopher Columbus discovered America four hundred years ago, this race occupied the whole
continent. Their skin color is like that of copper. They are stupid and slow by nature. Their customs are
violent.%?

Compared with the Chinese translation in Gezhi huibian mentioned above, the Japanese version is a
rather faithful one. It has only added things such as “the Malayan race” and “Christopher Columbus.”
The terminology in the Japanese translation is similar to that of the geography books written by
missionaries in China. Thus we may say that the Japanese translation was influenced by the Chinese
version translated by missionaries. In 1877, Matsumura Seiichird 4 5 — B} wrote the following in the
“Guide to the reader” (banrei L)) of his book Bankoku chishi kaitei 77 B #3484 (International
Geography Revised):

The Chinese characters for names, places, and objects in this book are based either on Yinghuan zhilue,
Digiu shuolue (A Brief Introduction to the Earth) or on Difi quanzhi (Universal Geography), or they

62 OntheJapanese translation of Chambers Introduction to the Sciences, see Matsunaga 2005.

63 Obata Tokujird 1869, vol. 2, 10-12: AnZydh b /45t = TIRA P RE N F AT T/ E=REAKRVERT
JRER—AES S AWM= ERT ) FARAY S ALKRBC, BmE HFREIEF e = FY 27 [ 2
AV AR RHE LIRS N R 2= 2 2 ] b Z A6 /3 b AL T ) A4
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123



124

SUN JIANG

adopt the accepted terms. If there are no ready-made Chinese characters for the terms, then the
translation in our Japanese characters (Kokuji) is provided, which is marked out by parentheses.*4

Digiu shuolue was written by Richard Quarteman Way (chin. Wei Lizhe #32%, 1819-1895), an
American who published the book with Huahua shengjing shufang # 7t % 4 Z 5 (The Chinese and
American Holy Classic Book Establishment) in Ningbo in 1856. Although this book does not discuss
human races, the terms for the five continents appear in it. Dili quanzhi refers to the work by William
Muirhead, which was published between 1853 and 1854 in Shanghai. Its fifth chapter mentions the
“five-race theory,” and specifically: the Caucasian, Mongolian, Malayan, black, and American races. These
two books, together with Yinghuan zhilue, ended up being the models for geography book translation in
the early Meiji Era.

In view of their influence and narrative patterns, the works translated and edited by Fukuzawa
Yukichi 4% 3# & (1835-1901) are worth mentioning, A picture of the five human races is included in
his Seiyo jijo & # %% (Conditions in the West, 1866), which was written before the Meiji Fra.% From
the caption, we can see that Fukuzawa still understood “race” in terms of the universalizing Confucian
discourse: “the whole world belongs to one family, all five races are brothers.”

wO3E P sEm || BIAAT

Seiyo jijo, ® % F 1% (1866) Chie no wa % % D 3 (1870)

64  Matsumura Seiichird 1886: F ¥R AIVFT/ b b Lk F 7LV T/ N—ZBRE%, Rk, wizbE
FoRY RNBASBANE S T REFFRFABFF AT REFEANE S/ NEIAZ0FHIRF AT £ Yo

65  The book was first published as Digin tushuo #.5%.183% in 1848. This title was changed into Digiu shuolue when the
book was reprinted in 1856.

66 Fukuzawa Yukichi 1866.
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After the Meiji Restoration, Fukuzawa followed the changing spirit of the time and published the
book Sekai kuni zukushi t 57 B % (Countries of the World, 1869). This book consists of five
main volumes and one appendix volume. In the first volume, “Shijie renmin zhi shi” # A RZF
(Issues of the Peoples of the World), Fukuzawa adopts Blumenbach’s “five-race theory” by stating:

The European race has white skin and its population is 420 million; the Asian race has yellow skin
and its population amounts to 460 million; those who live in the mountains of America have red
skin and their population numbers around 10 million; the African race has black skin and numbers
around 70 million; those who live on the islands of Oceania have brown skin, and their population
is around 40 million.””

In the appendix, “Human Geography,” he reiterates the point:

The human races in the world can be divided into five categories. Their appearance and intelligence
are different. The lives and customs of different countries also vary.%®

But according to the degree of their civilizations, mankind can be divided into four — not five —

racial categories, which are outlined below.

(1) The barbarian: These peoples are ignorant and uncivilized. They are the lowest peoples, and are
no different from animals (birds and beasts). African natives are barbarians. They survive by
hunting. Sometimes they eat worms, and sometimes they pick wild fruits and roots. They do
not have benevolence in their hearts. They strive against each other and turn into cannibals in
extreme cases. They have neither settled dwellings nor agriculture. They are scantily and
primitively clothed. Most of them are nearly naked. They do not have much intelligence and do
not read or write. They do not have any idea of law or etiquette.

(2) The semi-barbarian: These peoples have advanced far beyond primitiveness and ignorance. The
Tartars in the north of China and the native peoples of North Africa are examples. They are
nomads who follow water sources and grass. They eat the meat of cattle and sheep, and drink
their milk, too. They occasionally cultivate and eat the five grains. Although they have written
languages, few of them are literate.

(3) The semi-civilized: These peoples are uncivilized or half-civilized. They are vastly superior to
the barbarians. They have developed agriculture, and have sufficient supplies of food. Their arts
flourish. They seck after delicate (yet useless) products. Many of them are interested in studying
literature and pursuing knowledge. These peoples, however, envy and despise the peoples of
other countries. They often despise women and bully the weak. “Countries such as China,
Turkey, and Persia can be called semi-civilized peoples.”

(4) The civilized: These peoples emphasize etiquette and respect truths. They are mild in
temperament and generally honest. They make constant progress in all of their trades. Their
knowledge increases all the time. They work hard to develop agriculture and carry out projects.
All their technologies progress rapidly. The peoples there are well housed and enjoy their work.
They are blessed by Heaven. Countries such as the United States of America, Great Britain,

67  Fukuzawa Yukichi 18692, 2: RBE DA &AL AHWE_FTHTA. E@MBOAMG E YL F40 HHw
BRFAA BRAIDLIAEN ZAME &L ER—FT A, MEARDAME ELL EHEFTA K
FEMAEN B AR EE 2 0 EHmF7 A

68  Fukuzawa Yukichi 1869a, vol. 1, 1: # R F D AAE % BB T D EMIBR L 16 SHIEZ O E X D RMAELED
HET—H% 67,
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France, Germany, the Netherlands, and Belgium have already reached the level of the
civilized.®

Sekai kuni zukushi had been reprinted repeatedly. The book sold as many as another famous
enlightenment work by the same author, Gakumon no susume FHMDT T (An Encouragement
to Learning, 1872), which contained a similar description of human races.” Since “civilization” was
the most popular discourse in the early Meiji Era, naturally lay in it. Fukuzawa Yukichi, who had a
good understanding of this, simultaneously published a simplified version of Sekai kuni zukushi and
a portable Shichi bankoku ichiran £ F # B —% (Pocket Almanac of the World). ”" The
constant reprinting of these books brought Fukuzawa a handsome income. The most interesting
thing, however, is the “absence” of the Japanese from the detailed explanations of all human races.
Fukuzawa neither categorizes the Japanese as a race nor locates the Japanese people in the four-
degree scale of civilization. In the “Guide to the reader” of Seka: kuni zukushi, Fukuzawa claims that
this book is a translation of English and American works “without any added views of the author
himself.””> There is no way to determine all the reference books used by Fukuzawa. As far as the
geography textbook by Samuel Augustus Mitchell, 4 System of Modern Geography is concerned,

Fukuzawa’s claim is not true. He asserts:
Countries such as China, Turkey, and Persia may be called the semi-civilized peoples.”
In Mitchell’s book, however, we find the following:

What nations does the Asiatic or Yellow race include? All the nations of Eastern Asian (Except the
Malays and Mallacca).”

Therefore, both the Japanese and the Chinese are identified as “semi-civilized” in Mitchell’s book.
Since the Japanese race is “absent,” the image in the frequently attached pictures of the “five
human races” has to be that of the Chinese. The picture of the five human races attached to Seiys
Jjijo is also used in Eiri Chie no wa ¥ %5 % D 3 (Illustrated Ring of Wisdom), which was edited
by Furukawa Masao # JI| iE 4 (1837-1877). The representative of the Asian race in the picture is
a portrait of a man of the Qing Dynasty wearing a small cap and a queue (see the picture above,
right).” In Zotei wayaku chiri zenshi 337 F3% #0322 2%, Abe Hirokuni’s 728 74 B translation of
William Muirhead’s Dili quanzhi into the Japanese published 1874, the passages describing human
races are omitted. The picture attached contains nine human races, in which “the Chinese race”

immediately follows “the European race.””

69 Ibid, Index, 15-17.

70  Fukuzawa Yukichi 1872.

71 Fukuzawa Yukichi 1869b.

72 Fukuzawa Yukichi 1869a, “Guide to the Reader,” 5: D% &l £ XA T o

73 Ibid, Index,15: X AR LG Fif GAAFOHEE 2 0EHIT 22 8D E LI NL,

74 Mitchell 1869, 41, Question 301. Mitchell wrote several geography textbooks. The descriptions of races are not always
the same in them. For example (Mitchell 1845, 22-23), he claims: “The Yellow are Chinese.”. Although it is impossible
to find out which textbook(s) Fukuzawa had read, it is safe to say that Fukuzawa should have known that the Japanese
was included in the yellow race.

75  Furukawa Masao 1870-1872,vol. 2.1.

76 Abe Hirokuni 1874, 5.
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Different from Fukuzawa Yukichi’s Sekai kunizukushi, the Yochi shiryaku $ 3369 (A Survey of
the World), authorized as the geography textbook by the Ministry of Education and translated and
edited by Uchida Masao A E R, represents another narrative pattern. This book explains in
detail the physical features and geographical dissemination of the “five human races.” Ir, however,
does not include a differentiation between so-called civilized and barbarian peoples. The Chinese
characters used to describe human races are the following: ¥ % #£ (the yellow race), #1420 % (the
white race), YA B FT4A"E (the black race), &k 84Z (the brown race), and FAREZAuAE (the
copper-colored race).”” These terms served as references for later writings on the five human races.
While the “five-race theory” started to spread in the early Meiji Era, the “three-race theory”
was also widespread. Chikyii sanbutsu zashi ¥o3 Z ¥ by Horikawa Kensai ¥ )13 #r
published 1872 claims to be a translation of a French geography book. The book classifies human
races into the Caucasian race, the Mongolian race, and the black race. These races are then further
subdivided, and the Malayan race is one of these subdivisions.” The “three-race theory” originated
from the French anatomist and paleontologist Georges Cuvier (1769-1832). In Tablean
élémentaire de Ihistoire naturelle des animaux published 1798, Cuvier tended to accept the “five-
race theory” and explained the reasons for dividing mankind into five categories following the
Blumenbachian method.” He later, in L introduction, les mammiféres et les oiseaux published 1817,
proposed his own “three-race theory: “/a blanche, ou caucasique, la jaune, ou mongolique, et la négre,
ou éthiopique.”® Compared with the “five-race theory,” Cuvier’s theory was much less influential.

77 Uchida Masao 1870, vol. 1,27-28.
78  Horikawa Kensai 1872, 1-4.

79  Cuvier 1798,71-75.

80  Cuvier 1817.vol. 1,94.
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Blumenbachian terminology is not found in the books written by Fukuzawa Yukichi and
Uchida Masao. Chigaku kotohajime .5 $ 4% (Basic Geography) appeared in 1870, translated and
edited by Mastuyama Tdan AL AR, who claims that the book was translated from American
books of geography and history. This book contains the following categorization: the Caucasian
race (white), the Mongolian race (yellow), the curly-haired race (black), the American race (red),
and the Malayan race (brown). The Mongolian race includes the Chinese and the Tartars, but not
the Japanese. The picture illustrating human races in this book is the very same one found in Chie
no wa by Furukawa Masao.”! Fukamauchi Motoi’s KM W% 1874 Yochi shogaku $3t.)~%
(Geography for Elementary Schools) — which is a geography teaching manual for elementary school
pupils based on the English geography works of William Huse, Ogustin Michel, and Gold Smith —

employs Blumenbachian terminology to describe the five human races:

(1) The Caucasian race or the white race, which was also known as the European race:

Their bone structure is the most proper and their appearance is the most beautiful. They are the

most progressive and talented of all races. They will achieve the peak of civilization before any other
82

races.

(2) The Mongplian race or the yellow race (most of the Japanese and the Chinese belong to this
race):
They are enduring by nature and diligent at learning. They will rise to the domain of the civilized.®*

(3) The Ethiopian race or the black race:

They are customarily lazy and have not yet reached civilized status.*

(4) The Malayan race or the brown race:

They are fierce and often harbor the thoughts of revenge. They are far from civilized.®
(5) The American race or the red race:

They are vengeful, aggressive, and belligerent.’

Immediately following this description, the book gives an account of the characteristics of the races
in the framework of a four-tier racial hierarchy: the barbarian (the lowest), the uncivilized (slightly
better than the barbarian), the semi-civilized, and the civilized. The United States, Great Britain,
France, and Germany were believed to be the most civilized countries.”

There are many similar examples. Ishiguro Atsushi’s % 2/& 1874 Yochi sinpen 3337 %

(New Geography) divides human races into three hierarchical categories: “the civilized race,” “the

81  Mastuyama Tdan, vol 1,5-6.

82  Fukamauchi Motoi 1874, vol. 1, 16: & m&kAERNaAFA b =7 Hthk K= FMEFE /& [.] FHRETE
SUERMATEF )Y AT RERAEE LAY A=K T LY B FEATFAMES Y,

83 Fukamauchi Motoi 1874, vol. 1, 16-17: REMINFEAAE b 7 FHhKF 57X [.] REZ /B HT7 Y 7
B ik REF R Y X B FEARFALES Y .

84 Ibid, 17: ABFABMINBAML =T [.] HhAN—K=5EF Y MEFERE / HH=y 7§ 7 M=
BHFEALTF T,

85  Ibid, 17-18: ZRAHMAINFEAIE7 [ HERA= 7HL / A7ER VA=A 94T V>
+ 7%

86  Ibid, 18: BAAIpAERNFEA N ET7 [] EBHEE  SEH B 725 4.

87  Ibid, 19-22.
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semi-civilized race,” and “the uncivilized race.” Rather exceptionally, Atsusi locates the Japanese and
the Chinese between the civilized and the uncivilized.** The Shogaku chirisho #1% #32F
(Elementary School Geography) published 1876, edited by the Chiba Normal School + ER T
#%, names the carth’s five human races: the yellow race (Mongolian), the white race (Caucasian),
the black race (African), the red race (American), and the brown race (Malayan).

Among these five races, the most civilized is the white race and the second most civilized is the

yellow race.®

From the survey above we may conclude the following: first, the “five-race theory” had been
disseminated extensively since the early Meiji Era; second, the classifying criteria were based on
visible physical features such as skin color and bone structure; third, the physical differences went
hand-in-hand with connotations of civilization or barbarism. The “five-race theory” was translated
from books written in Great Britain and the United States, and had nothing to do with
Blumenbach’s work in Prussia/Germany.

In the history of modern Japanese textbooks, the tenth year of the Meiji Era (1877) is of great
importance, for this was when the Ministry of Education introduced its textbook censoring system.
From then on all textbooks had to be “inspected” by the Ministry of Education. As a result, the will
of the state was imposed on the writing of textbooks. In 1894, Oda Hoichird’s & B4 —Bk Chito
shin chiri ¥ % # 332 (New Geography for Middle School) was sent to the Ministry of Education
for “inspection” after its publication by Yao shoten A& F /& in Tokyo. The author was an
assistant professor of geography at Gakushuin High School, and this book was intended for the use
of “ordinary middle school” students. A censor in the Ministry commented in red ink: “Not
approved.” The reasons given were: “The writing style is vague, unsuitable for a textbook. There are
many mistakes.” A look at the whole book, however, shows no significant problems except for the
narrative of human races, which was different from that in other textbooks. Like the above-
mentioned Chikyi sanbutsu zashi by Horikawa Kensai, this book adopts the “three-race theory” of
Georges Cuvier: there are white, yellow, and black races. But Hoichiro does integrate the “five-race
theory” into this book, in a way, by asserting that

The brown Malayan race and the copper-colored Americans all belong to the yellow race.”®

As far as I know, the textbooks that passed the Ministry of Education’s inspection all adopt the “five-
race theory” In his book published 1897, Shaogaku kiju hakubutsudan )% 0 351§493%, Sugawa
Katahisa 2811 # A lists the following five races, in addition to attaching a picture of them (sce

below):

the Mongolian race (yellow), the Caucasian race (white), the Malayan race (brown), the
Ethiopian race (black), and the American race (copper-colored).”!

88  Ishiguro Atsushi 1874, 11-12.

89 Chiba shihan gako 1876, no page number: st ZAAE / . REMUL=GEI F L NGAME=Y T, RZRIRNFE
I NFAAEF Y .

90  OdaHoichird 1884, 118-119: 42 & AF 1L HRA MAGAF VBEAAI LA kN, ZZFAEH= AL,

91  Sugawa Katahisa 1879, 9-10: #—Z ZHHE b &7 MENKF UNKAMET | [HZ7&hFE r x7NEN
a*H=—aArE7 . [FZZBXEE N ZTMNFBEZFLVABAARTY | [ $WZ LB F1E4E -

129



130

SUN JIANG

Similarly, in Shogaku yochi shiryaku )5 $3638% (A Survey of the World for Elementary
School), translated and edited by Mitsuhasi Atsushi =#¥ and published 1883, we read the
following:

Mankind can be classified into five different races, namely, the Mongolian race (yellow), the
Caucasian race (white), the Ethiopian race (black), the Malayan race (the Malays, brown), and the
American race (copper-colored).”

The ninth lesson in Okamura Masutard’s B 413§ X R Shinsen chishi #1%3b3& (New Geography,
published 1886) discusses the Caucasian, Mongolian, American, African, and Malayan races.”® As
far as the writing of human races is concerned, the approved textbooks are slightly different from
one another only in the ordering of the races and in how the Chinese characters appear.

oy - %k 4 B ¥ R
ROBIFE O EENE 2 AR R
& 7 i~ T [Rpo o7+ &Y
-~ ?\lﬁ&,urrﬁfﬁzﬁ_ ) X /4
I S R A

P2 OF o+ B

B A A= 7

o] Bp R 3|

AT A
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Ranking human races according to the degree of their “civilization,” a trend initiated by Fukuzawa’s
Sekai kunizukushi, came to represent the mainstream narrative of the textbooks at the time.
According to Yamada Yukumoto’s +1t B 47 7T Shinsen chirishishi #71%30.38 /)v3%,

Europe is located to the west of Asia. It is where the Caucasian white race lives. Though the area of

that land is small, the peoples there are full of intelligence and are skillful with technology. They

ZTMERBTVNBANST | [FREFERA AL N ETIE /FF, A/ s HREANEEN]

92 Mitsuhashi Atsushi 1883, vol. 1,7: # 5%/ A$NZ Z KBS 7 AAL b AP L —FFA4E, L _FZhekid, L=
BFTfaiE, HvEfhdiE, LABRA = 7 Attt wfEa s ) b =7,

93  Okamura Masutar6 1886, vol. 3, 11.
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live in grand mansions, wear light and warm clothes, and eat delicious food. It can be called the
paradise of today’s world.”

The ninth chapter of Takahashi Kumataro’s # 4§ #& X BR Futsu shogaku chirisho & i85 3652 %
(Geography for Elementary School) published 1886 contains the following description:

Among all human races, the European race is the most knowledgeable. They learn and practice
agriculture, industry, and commerce. They are civilized in every respect. Thus this race ranks the
highest among the five races. The African race is stupid and ignorant. They are not engaged in any
profession and are used to being lazy. They can be called barbarians and rank the lowest among the

five races.”

And in his Bankoku chiri shogaku ¥ B 472~ published 1887, Mackawa Ichird #7 I —EE,

writes:

The yellow race, also known as the Mongolian race, lives in Asia and is the forefather of the world’s
civilization. The white race, also known as the Caucasian race, is scattered across Europe and
America. They are the best of all human races. [...] The other three races are the lowest.”®

In the revised version published 1889 of Shagaku bankoku chishi % % B#e3& (World
Geography for Elementary School, 1889), Okasawara Toshitaka /)» £ /& #] # writes:

Among the five races, the Mongolian and the Caucasian races have reached the rank of the
civilized. The African race and the other two have not transcended the barbarian state. [...]. The
semi-civilized people are arrogant and indulge themselves in fabricated myths. They lack both
intelligence and knowledge. Their instruments are rough. The ruler has absolute authority and
suppresses his subjects arbitrarily. Most of the Mongolian race belong to this type.””

According to this work, the Japanese are apparently in fact the people of the Mongolian race, which
entered the civilized state together with the Caucasian race.

The narrative pattern of classifying mankind into five races and locating them at different
levels of “civilization” does not change until the end of the 1890s. This pattern often appeared in
school examinations, and is therefore found in all sorts of reference books, including the following:

Iwasaki Tetsujio’s &% &k K ER Juken hikei chibungaku monts 5Bkl %3 L5 B %4
(Questions and Answers for Geography Tests) published 1890 contains the following divisions:

94 Yamada Yukumoto 1879, 6: KRB ENFMEDHICALY . Sk EARL B AOAMEDIEET 257H 0. L3R
ONEY. ARSLEHHRIIE A, TEX LA, HROREIEI, BEORREFET. #EORMW%E
Bhe INELHSEHRFOELEMRINL,

95 Takahashi Kumataro 1886, vol. 1, 18: M AAE P RK B EAAE N FHoidk =% 3. EIW / E7 0Ky 7. #FHiLt
V., K= BEAMFREF R, LBPFARAMENBR = TREFRAL, E=E&HFF L Z2UAT . HE/
TV T, BEAMEP S RTE /T /5 V.

96 Maekawa Ichird 1887, vol. 1, 10: %k & AAENFEFAAE M ARA, Bdh —fE> | #FHL/ L4EL Y, GEAFEN
BhmkAE NRA, KB, BRAAEY AB/LEREEFLVE S/ F Y. [] (EEREZAME) AfT S
EESFFVE/ bR,

97  Okasawara Toshitaka 1889, vol. 1, 20 and 22: ZAAEF F ¥, Sk / —AMNLHAHKL / B=ZEV 2L E /%
v b BBAIMATZAM N, FARTFE / RF LR, BEAMEP /55 F0E/ F V. []) FH/Ro
TRy 7R/ =B BRZ Y7, BB, BEES5AEFRY . TR FHIL ) EEA
NG IR B A,
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the Caucasian race (white), the Mongolian race (yellow), the Ethiopian race (black), the Malayan
race (brown), and the American race (copper-colored).”®

Watanabe Matsushige’s 7 1242 7%, Shiken toan bankoku shochishi 35545 % B ) 3b3% (Answers
to World Geography Tests) published 1891 divides the races up as follows:

the Caucasian race (white), the Mongolian race (yellow), the Malayan race (brown), the Ethiopian
race (black), the American race (copper-colored).”

Taniguchi Masanori’s &2 BU& Juken 6y6 bankoku shochishi %5 /& A % B )\ 3b3% (A Practical
Book for World Geography Tests) published 1891 contains the following divisions:

the Caucasian race (white), the Mongolian race (yellow), the Malayan race (brown), the African

race (black), the American race (copper-colored).!®

Yoshimi Keirin’s & S A& Juken 6y6 bankoku chiri monts 5 %0/ 1 % B 3632 B4 (A Practical
Book of Questions and Answers for World Geography Tests) published 1892 divides the races in
the following manner:

the Caucasian race (white), the Mongolian race (yellow), the Malayan race (brown), the Ethiopian

race (black), the American race (copper-colored).!!

Nakamura Masanao ¥ 4fiE B asserts in his preface in Chinese for the revised edition of
Matsumura Seiichird’s book Bankoku chishi kaitei published 1886:

The urgent task for children’s education today lies in their learning about the conditions of the
world. If this is achieved, then the purpose of education can move gradually to broadening their
horizons and enlightening their minds.!?

We can therefore say that the “five-race theory” had become general knowledge within Japanese
society after nearly thirty years of dissemination.

In the early twentieth century, the content concerning human races abruptly decreases in
Japanese geography textbooks, and the predominant narrative style also changes drastically. Some of
these books even omit any discussion of race.'”” The reason for this is that an order was issued by
the Ministry of Education (Monbushé X #[) in February 1902, requiring that geography be
taught according to the order of continents and countries and that “the position of Japan in the
world” and “the regions more closely related to our country” be given priority.'” At the same time,

98 Iwasaki Tetsujio 1890, 54-55: [FheENXZF7ORAENET |, [REAMNIZZFREAML N ]
AR BEANRZ ZRBEAME b EL | [BRAMENXZFBEAML I ZL | o [ BARFIAAEN L
ZFRMEAENEE | o
99 Watanabe Kazan 1891, 5-6: [ @ik FaAst| . [REAMNFHEAME]| . [ HRAMR FBEA
A&l TAMA I BAAER F BEAAE | . [ BEFAAER FINEAAL ] o
100 Taniguchi Masanori 1891, 2-4: [ & EAMX QA N LI ME L7 > 7 Ha7HE ]| [FHEAHEIFKEA
ANRAMEREZHE . [HRAAERNBENEHRA] . [EHAWERNBEAME N EHRR]
[ B AAIAFER L NREAFE N EFRA ] ©
101 Yoshimi Keirin 1892, 3: [ &im&k A4E (BpaAAL) . FEAME (KEAM) . BkAME GBEAAL) . AN
BEAME (BEAFKE) | BRAWAAE GREAAE) | .
102 Nakamura Masanao 1886: 4 A # & F 2 245, EMEREf st FHA Y, BEARBAT R, RELCH
mo
103 See, e. g, Shiga Shigetaka 1904.
104 Monbushd 1902,47-55.
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this order itself reflects changes in textbook compilation. The racial narrative in textbooks was
altered after the first Sino-Japanese war (1894-1895).

Shigaku gaikoku chishi +)5 91 B #.3& (World Geography for Elementary School), published
by the well-known Kink6do 4 # % in 1899, claims:

The peoples of the world can be divided hierarchically into four groups: the barbarian peoples, the
uncivilized peoples, the semi-civilized peoples, and the civilized peoples. [...]. [The civilized
peoples] respect etiquette, and specialize in science and technology. Their agriculture, industry, and
commerce flourish. They have developed transportation systems and extensive trade relations.
105

They seck a happy life and are the most exalted among all races. Our people are such a people.
Thus Japan had reached the “civilized” status. Gaikoku chiri kyokasho 5t B 3632 A+F (World
Geography Textbook), published in 1889 by Sanseido =5, first briefly introduces the physical
features of the black, yellow (Mongolian), and white (Caucasian) races before going on to note the
following:

The classification of mankind into three categories is the theory of Cuvier, a Frenchman; but for
Blumenbach, a German, what Cuvier calls the black race is in fact three races: the American race
(copper-colored), the black race, and the Malayan race (brown). As a result, mankind is divided
into five races by Blumenbach.!%

The narrative in this textbook seems rather confusing, as if Cuvier’s “three-race theory” had
appeared before Blumenbach’s “five-race theory.” The target readers of this textbook were middle
school students, yet the book not only contains the English terms for different races, but also, rather
exceptionally, lists Blumenbach’s name in its original form.

Nakamura Masanao once criticized the textbook compilers in the Meiji Era for “irresponsible
plagiarism for the purpose of secking profit.” Since the publication of Fukuzawa Yukichi’s books,
the more decent geography textbooks translated selections from foreign language books, whereas
the less decent ones “plagiarized” other Japanese textbooks. As a result, many textbooks copied one
another. In his 1902 Chito kydiku gaikoku chiri kyokasho F %4 H 5t B HAE (World
Geography Textbook for Middle School) Thara Gi # /24 imitates Sanseidd by mentioning the
name of Blumenbach in a brief introduction of human races.'””

Another author, Hayami Junichi 7 L4t —, was a specialist in English. His 1902 Chuzo chiri
kyokasho ¥ 5 H32 #HF (Geography Textbook for Middle School) mentions the Mongolian,
Caucasian, African, Malayan, and American races. In contrast to Sanseidd’s Gaikoku chiri kyskasho
(World Geography Textbook), he inserts the following sentences in fine print:

105 Kinksds 1899, 15-17: ALtk 7 M [.] FHHE =M 7. BB/ £B8> =v 7., GBEH /B kA =M
TOABEFRBE ARV REFNVAFEFE A, RABR S/ wFBFF RSV,

106  Sanseido 1899, 8: AMEKAED#A NAF 27 1+ (Cuvier) D3N E L. AT IL— A>3y /v (Blu-
menbach) &, RICBAAEZ 5T, BERA WA GREAME) ZEAMRV HEAME BEAME) &4
LERDOAHE BAECHAEY

107 TharaGi1902,8.
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In addition, Cuvier, a Frenchman, categorized mankind into the white, yellow, and black races. The
white race refers to the Caucasian race, and the yellow race refers to the Mongolian race. The black
race includes the African, Malayan, and American races.'*®

Setting aside the problem of plagiarism, the way these textbooks downplay Blumenbach’s theory and
juxtapose it with the “three-race theory” indicates that the seemingly unshakably prominent position
of Blumenbach’s theory started to waver after thirty years of dissemination in Meiji Japan. Around this
time, however, the “five-race theory” was introduced into China via Japan.

IV The Dissemination of the “Five-Race Theory’
in the Late Qing Dynasty and Early Republican China

The First Sino-Japanese war (1894-1895) shocked Chinese intellectuals. With their notions of
“keeping the race” (baozhong) and “protecting Confucianism” (bagjiao), Chines reformists frequently
raised the issue of race in their discourses.

In March 1895, Yan Fu A& (1854-1921) wrote the following in his article “Yuan qiang” /&
7% (On Strength), which was published in the Tianjin-based newspaper Zhi Bao H.3%.

There are four major races in the world. They are the yellow, the white, the brown, and the black.'®

Yan Fu seemed to advocate the “four-race theory,” which, however, did not diminish his sense of
superiority derived from cultural ethnocentrism:

The Manchu people, the Mongolian people, and the Han people are all the yellow race. From this we
can see that the Chinese have always been ruled by one race since time immemorial. They have never

fallen into the hands of other races different from themselves.!1°

So China had never been ruled by other races. In the racial hierarchy, “yellow” did not mean the semi-
civilized or the semi-barbarian. In August 1896, Liang Qichao F #tA2 (1873-1929) wrote in “Bianfa
tongyi” % 7% 183k (A Discussion on Reform), which was serialized in the newspaper Shiwu bao ¥ %5
# (1896-1898):

For thousands of years the Mongolian race and the descendants of Muslims have regarded plunder as
achievement and slaughter as fun. They ravaged great countries again and again and almost became
the most powerful peoples in the whole world. In the past several hundred years, the European
peoples, i.e., the Caucasian race, have wiped out countries with their [technologically advanced]
instruments and expanded their territories through commerce. Ninety percent of the world has been
subjected to their rule. This is because their intelligence is high.'!!

108 Hayami Junichi 1902, 12-14: X#AF 27 4 (Cuvier) &2 % KA L T, A4 (White race) . RAAL
(Yellow race) BAAEZ (Black race) D=¢ 0., GAMEE Shokit, FAMLEFEEMACL T, BAMACIEE
A, Bk, BERADZAMLE AEELD),

109 YanFul895,10: ZX FZ AAEW: &, &, #. BAAL,

110 YanFu1895,10: 42k, %, #A, Fxidd., AT, BATAE, FHUE, B—HZINE, nAkEE
AR, BRI,

111  Liang Qichao # A2, “Lun Xuexiao yi” i F: 4 —, Shiwu bao 1 448, vol. 5,2: B F 4, FH2A4E, @2, WU
Binhy, AERASE, AFLR, K—KF, HXBL. LTFH, BRCIE, Sk, #4605 %0%
B, #ameisse, ARARTA, RAHE, HIkRL,
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Thus the reason behind the rise and decline of races has undergone a fundamental change: from
“force” to “intelligence.” Like Yan Fu, Liang also interpreted modern European racial discourse in
terms of Chinese history. Different from the Enlightenment scholars of Meiji Japan, these two
Chinese Enlightenment scholars were less interested in racial theories per se and more interested in the
historical and political problems related to racial narrative.

The only scholar around 1898 who truly focused on the issue of race was Tang Caichang &+
# (1867-1900). Tang’s article “Geguo zhonglei kao” & B AAE#8# (An Examination of Races in
All Countries) was serialized in the newspaper Xiangxue xinbao #2#3R. In this article, Tang not
only informs the reader of his sources, but also freely expresses his own opinions. Tang writes the
following;

According to Wanguo shiji (World History), Asia is where mankind originated. The peoples on other
continents are emigrants from Asia. The population of Asia is around 500 million, and there are,
generally speaking, three races there: the Mongolian race, the Caucasian race, and the Malayan race.
Here, yaxiya refers to the continent of Asia, not the province of Asia in Babylon where the Jews
resided, as is often meant by Westerners. Mankind first appeared in China. Undoubtedly, peoples of
other countries had migrated from China. There is no evidence to show that Shem, the son of Noah,

lived in Asia, as Westerners state.!'?

Bankoku shiki [chin. Wanguo shiji] % B 332 was a history textbook written in Chinese by Okamoto
Kansuke ] 4 ##H (1839-1904), and had been repeatedly reprinted since it entered China from
Japan. The passage quoted above touches upon three major issues concerning race. The first issue is
that of the origin of man. In his work, Tang rejects both the biblical theory and the theory that the
Chinese originated from the West. Instead, he is convinced that China was the birthplace of human
civilization.

The second issue is that of racial classification. Terms such as the Mongolian race, the Caucasian
race, and the Malayan race are all from Blumenbach. Given that other parts of the article also talk
about the black race and the red race, it is safe to say that Tang Caichang knew about the “five-race
theory.”

Around this time, the racial knowledge introduced by missionaries started to attract attention.
For example, the Macau-based newspaper Zhixin bao %2 #7 4% published an article titled “Ruo wei liu ji
zhi yi shuo” 53 % ><#:2Z —32 by the Cantonese author Li Zujian FAL4E, in March 1898, wherein

we read the following:

Since the Earth is divided into five continents, mankind can also be classified into five races. They are
the Mongolian race of China, the Caucasian race, the African race, the Malayan race, and the
American race. Classified according to skin color, they are known as the yellow race, the white race,

the black race, the brown race, and the red race.!

112 Tang Caichang 1897,2119-2120: (ZBL3) : ZmIAHABMEZ M, WHARE AR, UHADHE
i, ABRHEAE: BFFAE, aFwEiiE, o RmEfE, REZ@INT, FHAPRCIG, HRZE
mE. BAHZE, VRART, RATH T RAEMKE, TLTHR FHABMELTHNEEMERN, Ha5H
AEIAZ %47 F . This passage must have been quoted from Okamoto Kansuke's Bankoku shiki by but with some
variations. The original (Okamoto Kansuke 1878, vol. 1,2) reads: F.4n 55 A A S £ Z 30, ML AR B 1k,
HHA D& BLE, ABMARI=AE, BREAE, B FwEAE, BHR{mELML,

113 Zhixin bao 47 (1898), 2: kKB INAHAN, MABTFRUAEALS, OFYEEEA, OHMEA, B
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The translation of racial terminology here is entirely the same as that in “Ren fen wu lei shuo,”
published 1892 in Gezhi huibian, so Li Zujian may very well have read “Ren fen wu lei shuo.”

The third issue is that of racial hierarchy. Tang Caichang places the yellow race and the white
race on one level and the other races on another level. Like Yan Fu, Tang mentions “the Malayan
race,” but except for the visible physical differences, there is almost no information about this race’s
history. It is possible that for these authors the Malayan race does not serve any kind of “alerting”
function in comparison with the black race in Africa and the red race in America, both of which had
been conquered by other races. Tang writes:

The yellow and white races are intelligent; the red and black races are stupid. The yellow and white
races are masters; the red and black races are slaves. The yellow and white races gather together; the red

and black races scatter themselves.!'

The yellow race and the white race, however, are not equals. Although Tang holds that China was the
birthplace of human civilization, the superiority of the Chinese/yellow race lies in “the past,” not “the
present.” He thus admits the superiority of the white/Caucasian race. This point is made more clearly
in his advocating for interracial marriage between the yellow and white races. In his theory of
interracial marriage, Tang argues that

[interracial marriage is necessary for] establishing the heavenly kingdom, homogenizing the religions

into one, and advancing peace.!>

In his list of ten reasons for interracial marriage, the sixth betrays the origin of his thoughts:

The Japanese fear the strength of the European race and worry about the weakness of the Asian race.

Therefore interracial marriage between common people and the Europeans is not forbidden.!'¢

It is rather clear from this that Tang was aware of Takahashi Yoshio’s & # % # (1861-1937) notion
in Nibon jinshu gairyoron B A AAE# R 3@ published 1884 of turning the Japanese white through
interracial marriage between the yellow and white races (Yoshio was a student of Fukuzawa Yukichi).
The difference lies in the fact that Tang’s theory advocates the strengthening of the yellow race
through interracial marriage, not the yellow race’s transformation into the white race. Tang writes the
following;

If interracial marriages between the yellow and white races are able to take place soon, then I believe

that we will only need to wait a short time before the yellow race becomes strong.'’

Interracial marriage is not only necessary for the evolution of mankind, but is also in alignment with
the Confucian ideal of the Great Harmony of mankind:

Therefore interracial marriage is the beginning of racial evolution, which also expresses the profound

purposes of the Confucian Great Harmony.''®

A, BRAEA, OBEAMIA, EEHRZ, AFRAAA, FA. BAL HAL LARL,
114 TangCaichang1897,2116: x &%, 428, %O %, & B, KA, L ZH.
115 Ibid, 2116: (48] 2 X B, Rz, EAF.
116 Tang Caichangji, 101: B ARBAEZ 3%, B EAEZ S, 77 T4 RHRBA-IBIRE R,
117 EHGEfekEF aAE, B FAZIRLT L5448,



THE DISSEMINATION OF THE “FIVE-RACE THEORY"” IN EAST ASIA AND A TEXTUAL COMPARISON

After the Hundred Days’ Reform (1898) and the Boxer Rebellion (1898-1901), racial narratives
came to be associated with the ethnic problems of the Manchu and Han peoples, and more specifically
with the following questions: Are the Manchu and the Han one people, or are they two completely
different ethnic groups? The advocates of the former theory were the reformists, whereas those
advocating the latter became anti-Manchu revolutionaries. Among the three issues treated in Tang
Caichang’s article, the origin of man and racial hierarchy attracted general interest, whereas racial
classification was not of much concern. In the writings of anti-Manchu revolutionaries, the five races
were perfunctorily mentioned. Their true interest, however, lay in three races: the yellow, the white,
and the black, because those races represented the circumstances of China at the time: the white race
was the strong one, and the black was the weak, while the yellow race was located between these two
poles. An article published 1903 in the Shanghai-based newspaper Waijiao bao 534k states the

following;

The inhabitants of the world are classified into three races: the Mongolian race, the Caucasian race,
and the Negro race. the Mongolian race lives in Asia, and in South and North America; the Caucasian
race inhabits the continent of Europe; and the Negro race is found in Africa. The Caucasian race is the
strongest of the three.!”?

Yan Fu, who advocated the four-race theory, seems to have changed his views. In 1905, Yan Fu
mentions the racial classification of Caucasian, Mongolian, and Negro in his Mule mingxue 4 %) % 5
(Mill’s Logic),"™ a translation of John Stuart Mill’s (1806—-1873) A System of Logic. In 1906, Yan Fu
introduces the latest racial classification in his edited book Zhengzhi jiangyi #i&3# % (Teaching
Materials for Political Science):

There are many different ways to classify mankind. Researchers of racial studies classify mankind
according to appearance. For example, Blumenbach’s theory is based on skin color, Rutzius’s on the
shape of skulls. Nowadays mankind can also be classified in terms of their hair. For example, it is said
that the cross-section of Westerners’ hair is oval that of the black people looks like a small kidney bean,
whereas the cross-section of Chinese hair is round. The most reliable criterion is none other than
language. If we take language as the classifying criterion, then the Chinese language, when traced back

to its ancient pronunciation, has much overlap with Western languages.'*!

118 Takahashi Yoshio 1884, 102-103: ¥ kiBAf#, @AEZAEEA; EAEE, JLEZARZMIE (§) €. In his
Datongshu X )%, Kang Youwei 4 % (1858-1927) holds that the white race is the best of the four races (the white,
yellow, black, and brown). In the next one hundred years, if the yellow and white races marry each other, then “the
yellow people will all become white” (% A €. % & A% ). In contrast, the black race is “separated from the white race
and it is therefore difficult for them to marry one another” (3# & Ai& 48, A3 %4 &), If the brown race marries the
yellow one, “then it will not be difficult for them to advance further to become white” (1 B8 % & AR ¥ %). See Kang
Youwei quangi,vol. 7,43.

119 “Lun Zhongguo ren dui shijie zhi zeren” # ¥ Bl A ### R 2 F#, Wajjiao bao, no. 65 (December 13, 1903): #

R hm=At, 05 EHNEAME, afoiil, aRERME. SENEAERMEN, AlEH, SFas
BRI, RASBALEZIEA o, ZAEZ P, UAdmkiEARTK.

120  YanFu1905,117.

121  Yan Fu 1906, 1246: kA#Z A%, Bk, GRMEZEH, ApEAZINES, 4o, &1L (Blumenbach)
A&, 72358 (Rutzius) VABE, MmAAA, XHZAE, e HAZEMET, A3@AMKR, ZAEZE,
AB@IIEF DT, PRAZK, AH@REAMREC, MREMEY, EwTiE, EXLATE, NLNZ
%, K&, LEGERE, EALRS. .
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To say that Blumenbach differentiated races according to skin color is not completely correct. Yan Fu,
on the other hand, was among the few Chinese who mentioned the name “Blumenbach” and who saw
that the notion of “race” was dependent on different classifying criteria. Yan Fu later stated the
following;

If language can be regarded as a classifying criterion, then how do we know that the yellow race in the
East and the white race in the West are not of the same origin?'**

He seems to have read the works of Joseph Edkins, a missionary who advocated the theory of a
common origin of man and who tried to prove the similarity between the Chinese language and the
Hebrew language.'”

Although the “five-race theory” was rarely mentioned by intellectuals in the late Qing Dynasty,
it often found its way into textbooks spreading general knowledge. This is closely related to political
reforms taking place within the Qing government at the time.

After the Qing government announced its reforms (xinzheng #7 #) in 1901, the demand for
textbooks of the newly founded modern elementary and middle schools in every province soared.
Between 1902 and 1903 the Qing government issued the Authorized School Regulations (Qinding

xuez‘ang Zhd}’lgflﬂfﬂg ék Ir?: '%7‘1 :%f :%—ﬁi

) and the Presented School Regulations (Zouding xuetang
zhangcheng A3TE ¥ F42). In 1904, more detailed provisions concerning educational goals and the
contents of teaching subjects were issued in a series of official regulations.

For example, the requirement of geography teaching in the Presented Lower Elementary School
Regulations (Zouding chudeng xiaoxuetang zhangcheng 3T M5 & % F42) was as follows:

The main purpose is that the pupils obtain a general idea of the territories of China and the five

continents so that they develop patriotism while at the same time discarding parochial prejudices.'*

The Presented Higher Elementary School Regulations (Zouding gaodeng xiaoxuetang zhangcheng %
3T & % N F % F42) set the goals of geography classes as follows:

The main purposes are: for the pupils get to know about the Earth and its inhabitants. They should
obtain a general idea of the territories of China so that they develop patriotism. They should also
understand geographical and geological terms and their uses: the differences between various oceans,
the five continents, the five climate zones, as well as the major points of racial competition and the

conditions of different countries.'?’

In his Mengxue dili jiaokeshu % % 324 #E (Geography Textbook for Elementary School)
published 1906, Huang Ying 3 3% (1899-1934) holds that the purpose of conveying knowledge lies
in enlightening the mind. In his Zhongguo dili xin jiaoke jiaoshoufa + B3I H AL &
(Teaching Methods of the New Subject of Chinese Geography) Guan Qi ‘& #7 emphasizes that

122 REEFTH, KLAEFKDHOREFIR?

123 Edkins 1871-1872.

124 Qu Xingui and Tang Liangyan 2007, 305: £ & & £ ft e B F BB Kok, AMZ B, AEREZAZS,
Fe ol P B IEZ R

125 Qu Xingui and Tang Liangyan 2007, 319: £ % & f£1% fesbsf ok dy R AT Z WA, hene P BISIRZ KME, £
AEBERZ S REEPRL, EZLBAN, KFLNLBFZER, AMERFEBEHIAEZ L.



THE DISSEMINATION OF THE “FIVE-RACE THEORY"” IN EAST ASIA AND A TEXTUAL COMPARISON

Geography in elementary school must teach the pupils the major issues of our own nation so that they

will understand the living circumstances of the people and thereby develop a patriotic spirit.!?¢

Textbooks in the late Qing Dynasty were basically adapted from Japanese textbooks, but as far as
geography was concerned, Chinese textbooks laid greater emphasis on “racial competition,” whereas
Japanese textbooks stressed “civilization.”

Qian Chengju #/K%) states bluntly in his Mengxue diwen jiaokeshu %5 Ho X HAE
(Geography Textbook for Elementary School) published 1904:

Our people is the yellow race. The glory of the Han nation’s two-thousand-year civilization has
nowadays been eclipsed by the white race. As the people of this nation, how on carth can we expunge
this disgrace so that we do not fail to live up the beautiful landscape of the Asian continent?'?

In terms of racial hierarchy, Japanese textbooks sometimes put the white race before the yellow race,
and sometimes the other way round. In Chinese textbooks, however, the yellow race usually precedes
the white race. In his Mengxue diwen jiaokeshu, Qian Chengju writes:

Among animated beings mankind is the best. There are five human races: the first is yellow race, the
second is the white race, the third is the red race, the fourth is the brown race, and the fifth is the black
race. [...]. The black race is the lowest, and they live in Africa and in tribes near the Equator. They are

the so-called black slaves.!?

Furthermore, these Chinese textbooks seldom hold the white race in high esteem. On the contrary, it
is the yellow race that is often culogized. In Tao Junxuan’s % & “Song of Geography” (“Di xue ge”
#. 5 3K) we read the following;

The center of the lands in all directions is yellow. The yellow race is superior to the white race. The
red, brown, and black races are ignorant masses. [....] Asia is where civilization originated.!”

Thus although Chinese textbooks were adapted from Japanese ones, they seldom introduce the “five-
race theory” in its entirety. The (Xuebu shengding) Zuixin dili jiaokeshu (5 38 & & ) iR #7 3o 3L H A F
(The Latest Geography Textbook Approved by the Ministry of Education) by Xie Honglai # # 4+
(1873-1916) and Zhang Yuanji #& /L% published 1905 is an exception. In this textbook we find:

The population of the entire world amounts to 1500 million, and these people can be classified into
five races. The yellow race is also known as the Mongolian race. They have yellow skin, flat features,
and straight hair. They live in the east and the north of Asia. This race’s population is around 600
million. The white race is also known as the Caucasian race. They have white skin, green eyes, broad
foreheads, and high noses. Their hair is brown. They inhabit Europe as well as southwest Asia. Many
of them emigrated to America, Australia, and the coastal areas of Africa. Their population is about the
same as that of the yellow race. The brown race is also called the Malayan race. Their appearance is

126 Guan Qi 1906, 1: LS A&H32, ARUARRHZ K Z, X ZEMAAREFZRE, LARERAEAZ
HAbo

127 Qian 1903, 30: KA K, #*EAAAL, —FHIEAIH, WK, SELHOANRLES, HBRFE, BT
REMI, A A B KL ZEET,

128 Qian 1903,29: $i#h#aF X ZABEFHBA, AMAE, —REAME, —GEAME, e A, WARE AL,
ABENAE, [.], BAERT, AAENALAEHIN, HEIRAL,

129 Taol902,vol.2,7: Az ¥k, #AETa, FEREHRK, [..], EHKLHIHM,

139



140

SUN JIANG

similar to that of the yellow race, but their skin color is swarthy. They live on the islands of the South
Sea, with a population of around 50 million. The red race is also known as the Indian race. They have
deep-set eyes and sparse hair. Their skin looks copper in color. They are the natives of America, with a
population of 15 million. The black race is also known as the Negro race. They have thick lips and
withdrawn noses. Their skin color is as black as ink. They are the natives of Africa, with a population
0f 200 million.'*°

The term “the Caucasian race” seldom appears in late Qing textbooks, for example Xie Honglai’s
Yinghuan quanzhi WmE AR approved by the Minister of Education,"*' whereas the term “the Negro
race” (neigeluo zhong M ¥ #AZ) is not found in Japanese textbooks. Following the passage quoted,
human races are related to the ideas of the barbarian, the semi-civilized, and the civilized in the lesson

on “Culture”:

Nowadays only the white race is in constant proximity to the civilized state, whereas the yellow race
still remains on the list of the semi-civilized. And the black, the brown, and the red races are mostly no

more than barbarians.!??

The so-called “civilized people” (wenming zhi min 3B Z R,) refers to those who have

highly developed industry, commerce, and technology, broad wisdom and profound knowledge, a
respect for virtues and courtesy, a friendly nature, and a strong state.'*

In the section on Europe of the part “Waiguo dili 9 B #.3Z (World Geography)” of his textbook Xie
Honglai further classifies the white race into the Latin, the Teutonic, and the Slavic. According to
him,

These three peoples migrated onto other continents. Due to the fact that they are superior to other
races in talent and technology, they hold power wherever they go. They customarily have self-respect
and are not confined by trivial things. They are generally educated and by nature honest and sincere.
[...]- Since their lands are fertile and their peoples are intelligent, their agriculture is highly developed,
and their industry booms. They navigate across the whole world, covering it with their commerce.'3

If the passage quoted earlier in this paragraph was based on Japanese geography textbooks of the
nineteenth century, then this last quote must have taken Japanese geography textbooks of the
twentieth century as its reference point.

Different from Xie Honglai’s Xuebu shengding zuixin dili jiaokeshu, Huang Shiji’s 3%# %
Chudeng xiaoxue diwen jiaokeshu % 1N XL HAE (Geography Textbook for Elementary

130 Xie Honglai and Zhang Yuanji 1905, vol 3, 6: &3 A%, ##T2EE, Tohikid. —F %4, TLEEEF
BAE, Few, BT, KBERAL, BEENZ R, HOHSEEG, —aasE, FLHeksE, Kol
2, EREES, LEABE, EBONAEMNGHN, mABAEMN. B, RIENEEEFS, ARSRTAE —
BARAE, T HAAE, AR EAERE, mECHE, EhiFERE, RHATE., —Oail, TG 5aiE,
BIREIR, FRME, FMXIAL, RE—FTHEa%, —9 2, TLNERME, BE4GHE, FEwE, 3
MZ XA, HHH =5,

131 Xie Honglai 1906,26,30-31.

132 ABEGHEABELR, fRAEANNBEAREFRZIE., EREAZMEAE, AXHTFHERT,

133 Xie Honglai and Zhang Yuanji 1905, vol 3, 7: TH 324§, #iathss, FE4d, $ARE. $R/RAMTEE, A
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THE DISSEMINATION OF THE “FIVE-RACE THEORY" IN EAST ASIA AND A TEXTUAL COMPARISON

School) imitates Japanese geography textbooks with regards to its title, but its content is similar to that

of the geography books written by missionaries in nineteenth-century China. In the fourth lesson,

“Human Race” (renzhong AE), we read:

Mankind is the most intelligent of all animated beings, but the temperaments and appearances of
different peoples vary due to their different dwelling places. Those who live in tropical climates enjoy a
rich variety of produce. Their needs for clothing and food can be effortlessly satisfied. Thus most of
them are slow and lazy. Those who live in cold climates must make great efforts all their lives in order
to survive. Thus most of them are stupid and rude. Only the climate of the temperate zone is mild, and
the produce there is usually sufficient. Thus it is the best place to reproduce and develop. The human
races of the world can be generally classified into five categories. The first is the Mongolian race,
namely, the yellow race. The second is the Caucasian race, namely, the white race. The third is the
Negro race, namely, the black race. The fourth is the Malayan race, namely, the brown race. The fifth

is the American race, namely, the copper-colored race.'*

Here, the physical and intellectual differences are determined by natural environment. There is a

picture of the five human races attached to this book (see below). The portrait of the Mongolian race

in this picture appears to be that of a Han man without the queue.

135

Huang Shiji 1906, 34-35: A& mR EH . AMkiv, BATERRE, BT, hEdth, REHA,
ML R, BREA, KALE, $FRK, UWBHSEE. BRTRERR, HEHR, RAAELEE,
LHRAAE, RKRZA &, —FE4E, BREA, ZFHmkiE, BPOEA, ZNERME, BPREA, WHRAE,
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Wang Bangshu’s £ #84& Chudeng zhongguo dili jiaokeshu #1% F B #3224+ F (Textbook of the
Geography of China for Elementary School) uses the same picture (see above) with similar diction.
In the twelfth lesson, “Racial Differences” (zhongzu zhi bie 7% 2 7), we read:

The human races on the five continents can be classified into many groups, but generally speaking
there are five human races. Those who live in the northeast and the north of Asia are the
Mongolian race. Those who inhabit Europe and southwest Asia belong to the Caucasian race. The
Malayan race lives in Oceania and on the islands of the South Sea. The natives of America are
called the Indian race. The natives of Africa are known as the Negro race. The yellow race generally
lives in the temperate zone. Those who live in colder climates are white-skinned people, and the

black race is found in tropical climates.*¢

In their emphasis on “racial competition,” many textbooks cite the Miao or other ethnic groups as
negative examples."” The Zuixin gaodeng xiaoxue dili jiaokeshu R & % | F 32 KA E (The
Latest Textbook of Geography for Higher Elementary School), edited by Cai Yuanpei #% T3
(1868-1940), is an exception. The book’s fifteenth lesson, “Human Races,” asserts the following;

The people of our country belong to the yellow race, which can be further classified into six
categories. [These are the Han, the Mongolian, the Tungusic, the Turkish, the Tibetan, and the
Miao. ...] [...] The Caucasian race lives in the Northwest of Xinjiang. The Malayan race lives on the
Qiongzhou Island in the South Sea.'

Thus the yellow Chinese are a mixed nation consisting of the Mongolian race, the Caucasian race,
and the Malayan race.

The “three-race theory” also appears in textbooks of the time, but not very often. Yu Jian #
K. writes in Dili lueshuo 3#.32%3%, (A Brief Introduction to Geography):

Mankind is not the same. Modern scholars all claim that the peoples originated from one ancestor
and became different due to different climates in their dwelling places, which resulted in different
races. The differentiating criteria can be their hair, their skulls, or skin color. As far as hair is

concerned, there are three major categories, which can be subdivided into many others.'®

“Straight hair” belongs to the colored race, “whose intelligence is greater than the woolly-haired
race”; “the curly-haired race” has mostly white skin, and is therefore known as the white race. “The
intelligence of most people of this race is superior to that of other races.” “The Caucasian race is the
most intelligent group within the curly-haired race.” “The woolly-haired race” has light brown or
black skin. “This race has poor intelligence. Nobody from this race can add glory to history.”"* The
book is filled with prejudices against black people.

136 Wang Bangshu 1906, 5-6: ZMAAE, #&ik#ES, mRALA, FEMNRAIRBANE, AHESHEME, FEN
A EMNEEIAF, hEekil. ERFNRAERGE, AR EHZ LA, s, FHZI LA,
BNFERAME, KIERSERFE, BEBEROL, ARARERRE,

137  Yoshikai Masato 2008.

138  Cai Yuanpei [publishing year unknown], 9: HBABLE FAL, Moy Ao, [(Ek, £k, @Mk, LFL
%, Bk, Wik, .o MABMALIR, AVK ShekAL, @FHNEG, A HRAL
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THE DISSEMINATION OF THE “FIVE-RACE THEORY"” IN EAST ASIA AND A TEXTUAL COMPARISON

After the Republic of China was founded in 1912, the “five-race theory” remained the
mainstream narrative of human races in textbooks. The Commercial Press brought out a new series
of textbooks in the Republican era. Volume 6 of Xin guowen #7 Bl 3. (New Textbook of Chinese)
edited by Zhuang Yu #4r (1876-1940) contains a lesson entitled “The One-Origin Theory of
Mankind” (“Renlei yiyuan shuo” A#8— 8 3). It reads as follows:

The human races in the world can generally be classified into five categories: the yellow race, the
white race, the black race, the red race, the brown race. Those with the same skin color can be
further divided into numerous groups due to their different customs and languages. For example,
the yellow race includes the Han and the Mongolian groups; and the white race includes the

Teutonic and the Latin groups.”'#!

The author also says:

In today’s world, the yellow race has the largest population, whereas the white race is the most
powerful. Our people belong to the yellow race. The other races are in constant decline. The
peoples of ancient times lived in caves and in the wilderness. They ate raw meat and drank blood.
They were the people now called barbarians. After a long time had passed, animals were
domesticated and raised, dwelling places were built, but those peoples who did not have any
common aspirations were still stubborn and ignorant. They were those who are now called semi-
civilized people. When the modern era was reached, the intelligence of the people was developed
and they were enlightened. They have developed lofty ethics and a perfect political system. They
are those who are now called civilized people. In today’s world, it is a natural rule that civilized
peoples survive, and ignorant peoples perish. >

The narrative about the yellow race has undergone subtle changes from the Qing Dynasty to the
Republican era. Replacing the term “semi-civilized” in the textbooks of the late Qing Dynasty, the
fact that the yellow race has “the largest population” in this passage distinguishes it from the red, the
brown, and the black races. As for whether the yellow race has already become a “civilized people,”
this passage remains ambivalent. What is interesting is that in the revised version of the book, the
compiler writes the following passage in the section “A Brief Introduction to the Human
Geography of China” (“Zhongguo renwen dili gaiyao” # B A U374 & ):

Among the peoples in the world, the yellow race is the most populous, and our country is
particularly representative of it. Our civilization started early and our learning was profound, but
that learning, however, does not fit well into today’s world. In recent years, everything has changed
and we have progressed into a civilized people. If we are to be practical and realistic, and encourage
each other to make progress, then why should we worry about not reaching the highest levels in
such things as language, literature, religion, politics, and industry?'%

141 Zhuang Yu 19124, vol. 6, 32: #- R AHZATHR, XX A £, BRAL, BaiE, B2, Baid, aiaE, KL
Rl %, mABRMBETZHE, X80 ik, miihidik, R+k, aEZAME. MTHRL,
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So the yellow Chinese transformed themselves into a “civilized people” within a span of several
years. Such lofty nationalistic sentiment is one characteristic that differentiates the textbooks of
Republican China from those of the late Qing Dynasty.

The newly founded Zhonghua Book Company (Zhonghua shuju T EZE) published in
1913 the Xinzhi Zhonghua dili jiaokeshu #7 %)+ # A2 A E (Textbook of the Geography of
China for New Schools) edited by Shi Lishou 4% #%. After an introduction to the five races in the
world, the book states:

The European race is the strongest among the five races. The Asian race is the only one that is
almost its equal. The other races either lack vitality or are going to disappear. Natural selection, or

survival of the fittest, is the universal law of natural evolution.!%

The Gaodeng xiaoxue xin guowen fanben & % 4 # B 35 & (Model Textbook of Chinese for
Higher Elementary School, 1915), edited by Cai Cheng # 4% (1877-1945) and published 1915 by
the Huiwentang Book Company (Huiwentang juju & % % /&) in Shanghai, holds that the tribe
and the nation were, respectively, the first and second stages of racial evolution. It claims:

Mankind can be classified into five races: the yellow, the white, the red, the black, and the brown.
The yellow and white races have evolved from the stage of the tribe to that of the nation. The
peoples of the red, black, and brown races have not yet transcended their old, barbarian customs.
They are scattered tribes, and there are even peoples among them who have not yet formed a tribe.
Alas, the superior prevails, the inferior declines. The peoples of the red, black, and brown races are
of poor quality and are being gradually eliminated.'®

In the five-race hierarchy, the white race serves as the positive example of the survival of the fittest,
whereas the red, the black, and the brown races serve as negative examples. Only if the yellow race
strives to become strong can it avoid the fate of being eliminated like the red, black, and brown
races. This sort of narrative still finds its way into the textbooks of the 1920s. For example, Xinshi
guomin xuexiao gnowen jiaokeshu # X B K542 B LH#AE (Textbook of Chinese for New
Elementary School), compiled by Lu Feikui % % & (1886-1941) ez al., asserts:

We are the yellow race. Seeing the decline and demise of the brown, red, and black races, are we
going to plan an immediate strategy to save ourselves? Or are we going to walk the same disastrous

path they did?!4¢

A picture of five human races is attached to the book (see below), and in this picture the man in

Chinese clothing is standing beside the white man.

FEHR, FTERFMEEZIRK

144 Shi Lishou 1913, vol. 7, 4 ZAE VBRI CAER R, ZRFAMA, EREMEAE, RELELR, TR, 4
MERIE, BEHFSHE, REZAPIE.

145 CaiCheng1915,22: #: % AME, 45K A4 BAREAM. KOG, FLHFFRRBER, LBIZZEAR, AAR
GHRER, HhIE, LRIERARE, B RO, SLM, aZAREAE, REWMS, TRk,
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V The Concept of “Race”: A Comparison

What conclusions does this examination lead us to?

As far as time is concerned, China and Japan received the “five-race theory” separately, but the
routes of their receptions crossed one another. Watanabe Kazan mentioned the Blumenbachian
term “the Caucasian race” in 1838, but it was Westerners in China who accurately introduced the
“five-race theory.” The Japanese books of geography and science translated and compiled during the
Meiji Era greatly benefited from the Chinese-language works written by missionaries, and from the
translation of racial terminology in Yinghuan zhilue. While the “five-race theory” spread rapidly in
Japan and quickly became general knowledge in the 1870s, the racial theories translated by
missionaries hardly attracted any attention in China. Around the end of the nineteenth century
and the beginning of the twentieth century, the “five-race theory” gradually faded out of the
textbooks for Japanese elementary and middle schools. It was, however, at about this time that this
theory entered the classroom of new Chinese schools. The racial knowledge in Chinese textbooks
at this time came largely from Japan, with only a few exceptions. It is safe to say that the
dissemination of the “five-race theory” not only involved a translating and rewriting process from
the West to the East, but was also a result of intellectual interactions between China and Japan.

When Reinhart Koselleck discusses the studies of history of concepts (Begriffsgeschichte), he
emphasizes that the simplistic cycles from word to matter or vice versa should be broken.'*
Missionaries in China chose zhong, lei, or zhonglei to translate “race” in order to convey the idea of
differentiation in the concept of “race.” Due to different political cultures in China and Japan,
however, the term “race” developed different connotations in the Chinese and Japanese languages.

147  Koselleck 1985.
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In the Japanese context, a comparison of the 1838 racial narrative of Watanabe Kazan with
that of Fukuzawa Yukichi in 1869 shows that whereas Watanabe clings to the Confucian discourse
of yi-di (the barbarians) and tries to integrate racial theories into this discourse system, Fukuzawa
Yukichi discards Confucian discourse and formulates modern racial theories within a binary
civilized/barbarian framework. Japanese Enlightenment scholars of the Meiji Era such as Fukuzawa
Yukichi, however, encountered an insurmountable difficulty in accepting the “five-race theory,”
namely, the emperor system of the mythical “ten-thousand-year unbroken line.” If the “five-race
theory” was affirmed as science and Japan was thereby identified as a “semi-civilized” people, then
did this not mean that their emperor was also a “semi-civilized” being? To avoid this dilemma in the
reception of the “five-race theory,” the emperor had to be turned into a transhistorical being, similar
to State Shinto, which was placed over other religions.

The formulation of “civilization / the civilized” enabled the Japanese to lift themselves above
the culturally inferior position of the yellow race, but it did not erase the fact that the yellow color
was still associated with the “semi-civilized and semi-barbarian” race. In 1884 Takahashi Yoshio
published a book entitled Nibhon jinshu gairyoron (On the Improvement of the Japanese Race),
which focused on the issue of bringing about identification with the white race, and which shocked
Japanese society. In his view, the Japanese were physically inferior to the white race. Interracial
marriage with white people, which would produce children of mixed blood generation after
generation, was the only way to ultimately transform the Japanese into a white people.'* Takahashi
Yoshio was a student of Fukuzawa Yukichi, and the latter wrote the preface for Yoshio’s book. This
means that Fukuzawa, too, advocated racial improvement through interracial marriage. The flip
side of the coin is differentiating the Japanese from the yellow race. In 1885 Fukuzawa published
the famous “Datsu A Ron” M 2.3 (On Leaving Asia), which openly advocated that “evil Asian
friends should be left to decline” and that Japan should break off its relations with its uncivilized
neighbors such as China and Korea.'¥ In 1904 Taguchi Ukichi ® & JP¥E (1855-1905), an
advocate for “civilization,” tried to prove that the Japanese did not, from a linguistic point of view,
belong to the yellow race, but rather to the white race who speak Indo-Aryan languages.'® The
schizophrenic thoughts on race, namely, accepting the Japanese as part of the yellow race in the
“five-race theory” on the one hand, and desiring to break away from the yellow race on the other
hand, reflected the general situation of modern Japan.

When discussing the sources of reformist intellectuals’ racial knowledge before the Hundred
Days’ Reform in 1898, Gotelind Miiller-Saini questions Ishikawa Yoshihiro’s view that the article
“Ren fen wu lei shuo” (The Five-Race Theory) was a faithful introduction to Blumenbach’s theory.
This questioning is justified. I would like to add a further point here. Missionaries in China
carefully removed the unfavorable positioning of the yellow race in racial classifications from their
writings. They instead emphasized mankind’s common origin and asserted that environmental
factors shaped the physical features of different races. This narrative strategy indicates their desire
to cater to Chinese intellectuals. Whether they were advocating for reform or for revolution, these
intellectuals drew similarly optimistic conclusions about the future from their interpretations of

148  Takahashi Yoshio 1884.
149  Fukuzawa Yukichi 1885.
150  Taguchi Ukichi 1904, 30-33.
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Chinese culture and history. They believed that the Chinese nation could achieve parity with the
white race through “racial competition.”

In the process of receiving and disseminating the “five-race theory” in China, few people cared
about the unfamiliar Blumenbachian terminology, a situation that was rather different from the
one in Japan. After the failed Hundred Days’ Reform, Liang Qichao published many articles on
race in the Japan-based newspaper Qing yi bao ##%#%. Within them, the word Gaojiasuo

(Caucasian) was used only once to refer to the white race:

The Caucasian race invaded all continents outside Europe and turned the peoples there into their
subjects. The only continent fortunate enough not to be fed to their greed was Asia, which was left
for the yellow race."!

Around the same time (April 1899), Zhang Deyi 7 #& % (1847-1918), a diplomat from the Qing
Dynasty, wrote in “Liu Shuqi” 7% 4, his diary during his stay in Great Britain:

Westerners classified the peoples of the world into five races according to their skin color, namely,
white, yellow, red, purple, and black.!s

Zhang Deyi, who was proficient in English, transliterated the names of the five races in the
following manner:

The white race as kuokexian, the yellow race as menggouli an, the red race as yindi'an, the purple
race as pu oulineisiyi an or malai'an, and the black race as nigelon.'>

Somewhere else in his diary, he also mentions Darwin’s theory of evolution, which was about how
“mankind is related to the monkey.”154 As a Manchu, Zhang Deyi seemed to sense a certain danger
in the clamoring racial discourse of Han intellectuals. Politics had endowed “race” with meanings,
but it had also changed its earlier connotations. In the discussion of the “five human races” by anti-
Manchu revolutionaries, the concept of race was often confused with that of nation. Under most
circumstances their arguments did not address racial issues, but rather served as a political weapon
to differentiate the revolutionaries from the Manchus. On the other hand, since the “five-race
theory” was disseminated as “scientific” knowledge in the textbooks of the late Qing Dynasty, the
exact same narrative found its way into the textbooks of early Republican China.

Frank Dikétter cites the Hakka story about the origin of the world’s human races at the
beginning of his book to show that the Chinese “yellow” identity goes hand-in-hand with their
denial of being either “black” or “white.” If we consider the Hakka story in view of the reproducing
process of the concept of “race” in modern China and Japan, then we find that certain terms the
story uses, such as yazhou (Asia), feizhou (Africa), and ouzhon (Europe), did not in fact enter the
common circulation of language until the twentieth century. Their equivalents in the nineteenth

151 Ou Jujia 1899: AB L AS), ERAZWERMER, EERKRZ, AERBRIERE, AHFAEGT A,
A8 3 H o

152 ZhangDeyi 1899, vol. 10, 131: ® AR FAZ @ &0 2 KAE, B & F4LF B,

153 Ibid, vol. 9, 38-41: A% “MEHR” | TAL “FHILR" | LAH W | BAL “LEBARNNFE
RERE , BAK “RIEE” .

154 Ibid, vol. 10, 131.
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century were yaxiya, afeilijia, and oulnoba.'> Similarly, the terms “the black race,” “the white race,”
and “the yellow race” from the story were not discussed by Chinese intellectuals until the early
twentieth century. Within the many texts in both China and Japan that differentiated the yellow
race from the black, brown, and red races, it is difficult to find anything about the inferiority of the
white race. It would have been helpful for Dikétter to explain when and where the Taiwan Hakka
discourse of race was invented, as well as whether that discourse had anything to do with Japan’s

colonial rule of Taiwan.'*®
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